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[image: ]UW Center for Human Rights reveals violations in the Northwest Detention CenterIMAGE 1: The detention center is located on the Tacoma tideflats. | Photo by The Common Language Project


[bookmark: _Hlk147132126]After being established in 2009, the center has now shared their findings with the Tacoma Human Rights Commission.
by Reese Ramirez

On October 9, the UW Center for Human Rights shared their review of the Northwest Detention Center with the Tacoma Human Rights Commission. The Presentation was given by UW professor Angelina Snodgrass Godoy and UWT Associate Professor Michael Foreman.  
The Northwest Detention Center is an immigrant detention center located on the Tacoma tideflats. The center is an ICE processing location but is operated by a private company, GEO. Since it opened in 2004, there have been various protests, strikes, and lawsuits against GEO, ICE, and the facility itself.  
The review of the facility revealed multiple human right abuses despite minimal cooperation from ICE and GEO. These abuses include but are not limited to sexual abuse, medical neglect, and excessive use of force. By presenting their findings to the commission, the center hopes to open avenues that will shine a light on the conditions of the facility.  

  

“It was deficient, egregiously so, by international humanitarian standards,” said Godoy. “This is a case in which all of us are collectively failing these individuals…there’s rules at the federal level, at the local level, and institutions that are supposed to be acting and they aren’t.”  
One major concern within the facility is access to healthcare. Many detainees have reported that their medical requests are often ignored. One man from El Salvador reported head, throat, and chest pain along with an inability to sleep or breathe. The facility commander responded by saying, “this is not a grievance.” The man visited the clinic twice and received no care.  
Godoy also reported claims of sexual assault with no response from the facility.  
“There’s probably the strongest protections against sexual assault and abuse thanks to US federal law,” said Godoy. “I had the very disturbing experience of watching these tools fail in real time.” 
Despite multiple victims calling the police directly to report crimes, detainees were informed they must go through the guards to file a report, a practice described by Godoy as “not in compliance with PREA rules.”  
Following the report, The Tacoma Human Rights Commission offered minimal solutions to address the grievances within the facility.  
“We’d love to see committees taking this up in their next committee meetings,” said Commissioner Robbi Johnston. “We can talk about what actions we can take to collectively work together to shine more light on this issue”  
Professor Foreman had an idea of steps that could be taken to help those in the detention center.  
“One of the larger problems with the detention center is lack of transparency,” said Foreman. “Surely the commission can publicize the issues. I think it’s extremely important because otherwise what happens in the northwest detention center seems to just be really hidden.” 
Foreman stated that just hearing that people care and are trying to help can improve conditions for detainees in the facility.  
The commission plans to discuss further action in later meetings. People who wish to express their concerns can do so at the monthly commission meetings that take place at 5:30 on the second Monday of each month. The meetings are held in room 243 of the Tacoma Municipal Building. 
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Art and Reflection: Tacoma’s Troubled Past
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IMAGE 2:New mural on Schuster Parkway in Tacoma. | Photo by Cameron J. Berrens
New art near Tacoma Chinese Reconciliation Park invites more time to reflect on our past as well as added safety in the car park.
by Benjamin Fredell

There’s a new mural painted on the underpass support beams along Schuster Parkway, right next to Tacoma Chinese Reconciliation Park. I saw the artist working on a large pink Mount Rainier when I passed by on my way to school. There’s always something going on in Tacoma, the streets have become an autobiography, and I am always a victim of morbid curiosity.  
Tacoma was founded by former general Morton Matthew McCarver who came to Commencement Bay, with dreams of a railroad, and bought land from Job Carr in 1872. His wish came into fruition when Congress chartered the Northern Pacific Railway company with the goal to connect the Great Lakes to the Puget Sound.  
McCarver, and future mayor John Wilson Sprague, lobbied hard to bring the Northern Pacific Railway to Tacoma. That work paid off in 1873 when it was officially announced that Tacoma would become the northwest terminus.  



[image: ]IMAGE 3: A meeting of both future and past. | Photo by Cameron J. Berrens

Tacoma was a prime location for the railroad because of its proximity to the deep-water Commencement Bay. With both powers combined, the city motto became When Rails Meet Sails.  
Tacoma City was officially recognized by Pierce County on May 21, 1874. McCarver died a year later on April 17, 1875, the first adult to be buried at Tacoma Cemetery.  
Work was just beginning for Tacoma. Railway workers were coming to the region in droves. Among these railway workers hired was a large Chinese population, during a time when our nation was at its most, (or near most), anti-Chinese. The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 created and empowered racist ideologies among European-Americans which beget more hate propaganda and discrimination across the entire nation.   
When the Northern Pacific Railway was completed, there was still more work to do on wharves and rail lines in the region, leading many Chinese Americans to put down more permanent roots in Tacoma.  
[image: ]This growth and the railroad's completion put Tacoma on the map.  Tacoma became a destination during the late 1870s and into the 1880s. From a military camp to a military base, to the world’s largest sawmill on the Tacoma tide flats, to the founding of two colleges, Pacific Lutheran University, and the University of Puget Sound, respectively. It’s safe to say, the population absolutely skyrocketed.   IMAGE 4: One of the new murals at Reconciliation Park. | Photo by Cameron J. Berrens

By the 1880s there were approximately 1,000 Chinese residents living in Pierce County with around 700 being in downtown Tacoma within a growing Chinatown along the water, off what is now Schuster parkway.  
On November 3, 1885, a group of 27 community leaders and law makers, including Tacoma’s mayor and fire chief, formed a mob that marched every Chinese resident out of their homes, into the rain, and forced out of the city. The next day, Tacoma’s Chinatown was razed. All Chinese homes and businesses were lit on fire and burned to the ground.  
This became known as the Tacoma Method.  
This organized action of forced removal and absolute destruction reflected the national outcry and mentality of the time. All 27 that were involved were indicted but 



never went to trial. All 27 had posted bail and returned to Tacoma, just nine days later, on November 12, 1885, to the literal cheers of community members.  
Tacoma did not lift their anti-Chinese restrictions until 1920.  
It is important, I think, to remember that this was not that long ago. Only one or two lifetimes ago. That is why we can still see lasting effects today. In 2015, Seattle had a Chinese population over 20,000 while Tacoma had still reported numbers just close to 700.  
Their railroad had been made. They didn’t need the ones that made it anymore. You can see the tracks if you take a seat at Reconciliation Park. It’s a part of the BNSF Railway now, you can see the logo and graffiti on the orange train cars when they pass by. The tracks are still the same old Northern Pacific Railway that birthed this city.  
It is sad to me that we will never know what Tacoma’s Chinatown would look like today. Instead, we have the Fuzhou Ting Pavilion, donated by Tacoma’s sister city Fuzhou, China in 2010, the centerpiece of Tacoma Chinese Reconciliation Park.  
I highly recommend visiting. For what it’s worth, the park is well curated, thought out and incredibly visually striking. Try out the virtual visit on their website if you can’t make it in person. The park tour from project manager Lihuang Wung is a must watch. It’s uncomfortable but necessary and important to critically think about our past and how our city has affected the lived environments and cultural identities of those around us. 
I got Curran Coffee in Old Town, after class, before I walked across the street to Reconciliation Park. There are groups of people taking photos in front of the new mural. It adds a sense of safety and a pop of color under the overpass that was really needed.  
More art should go in dark places. Murals under bridges or highways can add security and make the built environment feel more welcoming. The mural extends much further than I thought, wrapping around multiple pillars, and splashing onto the flat side of Old Town Road. The City of Tacoma has plans to add more to the park, including an education center, and is intended as a place of healing and harmony.  
Phase three of Tacoma Chinese Reconciliation Park was completed in 2016, 130 years after the Tacoma Riot. It’s an awkward thing, isn’t it? Trying to live with your mistakes.  
We can’t go back and change the history of our city, but we can use that knowledge to better inform our dreams and aspirations of making a truly safe and equal future for everyone. After all, it’s hard to dream if all you keep having are nightmares.  
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Thank you for reading and we’ll see you next week. 

The Tacoma Ledger Website: thetacomaledger.com

The Tacoma Ledger Twitter: @uwtledger

The Tacoma Ledger Instagram: @uwtledger

The Tacoma Ledger Facebook: @uwtledger

Contact us (https://thetacomaledger.com/contact-us/) for any questions or letters to the editor. Advertisement queries and requests can be sent to adledger@uw.edu 
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