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SUBMIT YOUR LETTERS TO THE EDITORSUBMIT YOUR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS:

•Your first and last name
•“Dear Editor,” as the opening of your piece

•Respond to one of our articles or happenings on campus in 300 - 500 words

I love 
thanksgiving, I 

do, I love spending 
time with my 

family. I moved 
away from them so 
I love it even more 

this year. 

She/Her
Freshman

Mechanical Engineering

The history of 
Thanksgiving is 

complicated, especially 
what we’re taught in 

school. It’s a good day to 
remember everything 
that you have and be 

thankful for your friends, 
your family and where you 

are today.

She/Her
Junior

Politics, Philosophy, Economics

I like the tradition 
of it, I like how 

families are able 
to get together 
and spend time 
with each other 

but I don’t like the 
history of it. 

I don’t know 
what the formal 

is, I just know 
it’s about being 

thankful for 
food.

She/Her
Freshman

Communications

H How do you feel about 
Thanksgiving?COMPILED AND PHOTOS BY JOSEPHINE TRUEBLOOD

uskies in the hallway:

He/Him
Online Orientation/

Communications Specialist

Vaimoana Mau Alexa ChristieSharlaye Dezeurn De’shaun Marshall

I think that 
Thanksgiving is a 

nice break to spend 
with family! 

She/Her
Senior

Environmental Science

Chloe Nelson

Send your letters to: LEDGER@UW.EDU
Do you want to voice your issues of concern related to news, politics, campus issues and more? 

Then we invite you to write a Letter to the Editor. 
Letters submitted to the Ledger may be published through both TheTacomaLedger.com and our print edition.
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Omari Amili is a lecturer in Social 
Work & Criminal Justice. He joined 
UWT as a new faculty member in fall 
quarter, 2021. Amili took some time to 
tell the Ledger about his background 
and interests.

Amili is a thirty-six-year-old father 
of six, from Seattle but he is currently 
living in Spanaway. While he is a profes-
sor at University of Washington Tacoma, 
he works full-time for a Juvenile Justice 
focused non-profit called “Choose 180” 
as the Director of Technical Assistance. 

He also spends his time mentoring 
black youth, who are considered at risk. 
This is through Pierce County Juvenile 
Court’s Pathways program. All of these 
things are in addition to being an author 
and public speaker. 

As a previously incarcerated profes-
sor, Amili was also able to tell the Ledger 
about his story and how that brought 

him to where he is today.
“I was a product of the school to pris-

on pipeline. I grew up with parents who 
were addicted to drugs and dealt with 
abandonment, neglect, and chronic in-
stability. I attended over fifteen schools 
growing up and first dropped out in 
the sixth grade. I dropped out for good 
during my high school years, but I was 
fortunate to get my GED,” Amili says.

Essentially, Amili was convicted of 
30 felonies for bank fraud and after serv-
ing time in prison, he decided to enroll at 
Pierce College.

After earning his Associates Degree 
in Human-Services Substance Abuse 
at Pierce College, Amili transferred to 
UWT where he then earned his Bache-
lor’s in Psychology and IAS: Self & Soci-
ety. After that, he went into grad school 
where his research focus was preventing 
recidivism through post-secondary ed-
ucation, earning his Master’s Degree in 
Interdisciplinary Studies with Commu-
nity & Social Change Focus.

Since then, Amili has begun his ca-
reer as an educator and public speaker. 
He has also taught at other colleges, 
such as South Seattle College and Taco-
ma Community College before teach-
ing at UWT.

Amili currently teaches “Intro to 
Criminal Justice” and in winter quarter 
he will be teaching “Police & Society.”

The Ledger asked Amili if he had any 
advice for UWT students. Amili stated, 
“Make sure your educational efforts are 
tied to career goals and never sell your-
self short on what you are capable of 
achieving, no matter your background 
or family history.”

Amili concluded, “I love that UWT 
opens their doors to individuals from 
backgrounds like mine, which includes 
incarceration. I’m not the only faculty 
member here who has been incarcerat-
ed and many formerly incarcerated stu-
dents come through here.”

By Kaytlyn Ruff
news RepoRteR

Professor Spotlight: Meet Omari Amili
A professor in Social Work and Criminal Justice

The Food Pantry: For all students in need
UWT’s Food Pantry is available to all students in need of basic necessities such as food, and a range of hygiene 

products. Shopping or ordering is easy and convenient.

As a way of combating food in-
security on campus, the UWT has a 
resource available to all students: The 
Pantry. Located in Dougan 104, the 
Pantry provides an essential service to 
the campus by offering food items and 
even hygiene products to students. 

According to Victor Jose 
Vazquez-Gutierrez, one of the Pan-
try Assistants, “A research survey was 
conducted in 2013 by a faculty mem-
ber in the Healthcare leadership and 
Nursing program, Dr. Christine Ste-
vens reported that 32 percent of UWT 
students were facing some form of 
food insecurity and 14 percent faced 
homelessness. These statistics were 
very concerning as it showed that 
many students were struggling to 
just meet their basic necessities. The 
Pantry was then established under 
the Center of Equity and Inclusion as 
a result of the research and advocacy 
from Dr. Stevens.” Three years later in 
2016, the Pantry was established.

The Pantry doesn’t just have food 
and hygiene products available, 
though. Vazquez-Gutierrez says that 
they also, “try to have home items and 
baby items in stock for our pantry. We 
do that because we understand that 
food insecurity especially hits fami-
lies hard, and we believe that having 

diapers and other baby products can 
help alleviate those stresses.” There 
is also an option to fill out an item 
recommendation form or to talk to 
Pantry assistants if there are specific 
items you’d like the Pantry to provide. 
For immediate troubles or more ex-
tensive services, Mr. Vazquez-Gutier-
rez recommends visiting the UWT’s 
website for options. 

The Pantry is currently open for 
in-person shopping where students 
can visit once a week and select up to 
twenty items. If students prefer not to 
shop in-person for their items, there 
is an online order option available on 
the Pantry’s website. “Online pickup 
is the most convenient option for stu-
dents who otherwise don’t have the 
time to come in and pick food items 
themselves,” he continues, “By using 
our website, you will be able to find a 
link to fill out a form about your spe-
cific needs, allergies, etc., and we will 
have your order placed once you are 
done filling out the form. Pick up days 
are Wednesday and Thursday, but we 
understand if circumstances change 
and you have to come on Friday or 
even Tuesday—just email us.”

Vasquez-Gutierrez feels that the 
Pantry has made a difference for the 
UWT and its students. He says, “I 
believe that the pantry has definite-
ly made an impact on the school and 
will continue to do so because of its in-

volvement in helping those with food 
insecurity and just by offering resourc-
es that can help anyone no matter their 
identity or status. Everyone is welcome 
to stop by our doors for questions or 
any concerns we can address.”

 Vasquez-Gutierrez also says that 
his favorite thing about the Pantry 
“has to be our willingness to adapt to 
the needs of the student body. What 
I mean by that is we will order items 
and be on the lookout for specific re-
quests from the students themselves 
through our recommendation forms 
and just by listening to students com-
ing and suggesting items. We want 
to offer what the students want and 
need, and I think that is an essential 
part of our environment and culture 
that we wish to keep going as the 
years pass.”

By aBi MccaRtjy
news RepoRteR

For more information on the 
Pantry and its services, or to 
make a donation, please visit 

their website at: 
https://www.tacoma.uw.edu/pantry

Pantry email:
pantry@uw.edu

Emergency aid website: 
https://www.washington.edu/

emergencyaid/tacoma/

“I was once taken out to 
eat by Charles Barkley 

after randomly meeting 
him in downtown Seattle 

as a kid.” Amili says.

The book he is most 
known for is his life sto-

ry titled, 
“Transforming Society’s 

Failure.” 

PHOTO BY NICKOLUS PATRASZEWSKI

PHOTO COURTESY OF PIERCE COLLEGE
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As world leaders drop the 
ball, countless activists 

step up their game.
Despite setbacks, the COP 26 proves that climate 

change is no longer just about climate.

A “dangerous lack of urgency” 
were the words of President Obama 
as he spoke before the COP 26th 
UN Climate Conference in Glasgow, 
Scotland on Nov. 8. He said these 
words in reference to China and 
Russia’s failure to attend the confer-
ence and their failure to adopt cli-
mate-friendly national plans.

President Obama also referenced 
the failures of Brazil, South Africa, India 
and Indonesia, condemning them for 
their willingness to maintain “the sta-
tus quo.” He went on to praise wealthy 
western countries like the United States, 
Canada and the U.K. for rising to meet 
their own commitments made in the 
2016 Paris Climate Agreement.

Later in the speech, Obama states 
that “…most nations have failed to 
be as ambitious as they need to be…
the ratcheting up of ambition that 
we anticipated in Paris six years ago 
has not been uniformly realized.” 
While this does imply that every na-
tion could be doing a lot better, the 
general tone of the speech remained: 
Countries like the U.S. and the U.K. 
are doing their part, whereas other 
poorer countries are not.

According to daily stories from 
DemocracyNow! covering the confer-
ence, many people in Glasgow, both 
inside the conference and outside in 
the streets, disagree with President 
Obama. They view his remarks as hyp-
ocritical and deceptive. 

Many see a repeat of the Paris Cli-
mate Agreement. Lots of famous and 
powerful people, using flowery words 
and broad statements to give nothing 
but half promises at best, and empty 
ones the rest of the time.

Many of those protesting on the 
streets of Glasgow are activists from 
the Global South, a region which is 
already experiencing extreme up-
heaval caused by climate change. Ac-
tivists like Evelyn Achman, co-lead-
er of Uganda’s Rise Up movement, 
speak of their nation’s plight outside 
of COP 26. “People are dying from 
floods, disasters like droughts that 
are drying up people’s crops…Ugan-
da heavily depends on agriculture for 
food and water...That means people 
are left hungry, with nothing to eat 
or nothing to drink.”

Uganda is a country that contrib-
uted only .13 tons of carbon dioxide 

emissions in 2019 according to recent 
statistics published by Our World in 
Data. This is not an uncommon trend 
for the Global South. 

Poorer countries are less industri-
alized, and countries with lower in-
dustrialization produce less CO2. Yet 
due to their geographic locations in 
the naturally warmer southern region 
of the globe, countries like Uganda are 
the ones being hit first and hardest by 
changing climate conditions.

According to figures posted by 
The Guardian, the Global North is 
responsible for 92 percent of excess 
carbon dioxide emissions since the 
dawn of the industrial age. 

The Cost of War Project estimates 
that the U.S. military alone has pro-
duced 1.3 billion tons of carbon emis-
sions between 2001-2017, making it a 
larger polluter than 140 countries com-
bined. Yet, military exemptions have 
always been a prerequisite to any U.S. 
involvement in past negotiations.  

President Obama was steering the 
ship through eight years of that time 
period. It is not hard to imagine why 
many activists like Achman on the 
streets of Glasgow are somewhat less 
than inspired by the former presi-
dents’ assurances of action. 

Youth activists like Greta Thunberg 
describe COP26 as a failure. She said, 
“This is not a conference; this is now a 
Global North greenwashing festival”

The COP26 Conference is being 
met with condemnation and calls to ac-
tion from inside as well. 

A letter signed by 46 million health 
workers worldwide and presented to the 
COP26 president, warns of skyrocketing 
health complications caused by climate 
change and air pollution. A coalition of 
mothers representing 500 parent groups 
from 44 countries also presented a simi-
lar letter, calling for action.

Dr. Jeni Miller, Co-Chair of the 
WHO Civil Society Working Group 
on Climate and Health claims an air 
pollution death toll of 7 million peo-
ple a year. She stated in an interview 
with DemocracyNow! that “Malaria, 
Dengue and Lyme disease are spread-
ing into new regions, as a result of 
changing humidity, changing ecosys-
tems and changing weather patterns.”

Despite the promises of world 
leaders, COP 26 has been only a mi-
nor improvement on the events of the 
Paris Conference in 2016.

Key agreements on future coal ex-
tractions have been dialed back. Pres-

ident Biden’s failure to pass significant 
portions of his climate agenda have se-
riously stripped global confidence, not 
only in the U.S. but in the prospect of 
global commitments as well. 

I think it can be far too easy to feel 
nothing but despair and hopelessness. I 
have certainly been struggling with it.

However, I think there is more cause 
for hope than it seems. Climate change 
is no longer just a fringe environmental 
issue, but a global health and humani-
tarian issue as well. Those who dismiss 
the warnings now have to contend not 

only with the scientific community, but 
those of the medical community also. 
Those who fear unchecked immigra-
tion now must consider climate change 
as a key factor in the growing refugee 
crisis coming from the Global South.

Even if the leaders of Global North 
are dragging their feet and committing 
halfheartedly. The streets of Glasgow 
are filled with hundreds of thousands 
who are not. People who have put their 
lives on hold and traveled across the 
world to fight for what’s right.

We today are facing a seeming-

ly hopeless struggle. I do not think 
there will be an easy solution coming 
anytime soon. For those of us under 
thirty, this struggle will likely en-
compass our entire lifespan.

Yet I don’t think we should look 
to failing leaders and see everything 
they are not doing. We should look 
to the activists in Glasgow and ev-
erything they are doing. We should 
focus on admiring their commit-
ment, but more importantly, emulat-
ing it in any way we can.

By anthony KRejci
opinion colunist

PHOTO COURTESY OF PEXELS

Youth activist’s never fail to prove they can turn a phrase. 
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The non-solution of carbon trading
The COP26 climate change conference was a joke. Run by the elite, their answers center around padding their pockets. From car-

bon trading to corporate innovation, they seem to only push market solutions when we know capitalism is killing the planet.

ILLUSTRATION BY JAIDA NOBLE

Current plans to address the climate crisis are insufficient to avoid or mitigate a devastating future.

The U.N.’s  26th two-week Confer-
ence of the Parties (COP 26) to ad-
dress climate change ended last week. 
While world leaders pat themselves 
on the back and figure out how to tout 
their “successes,” their abject failure is 
clear for us to see. 

The Financial Times reports that 
while “companies are not formally 
part of the Conference of the Parties 
meetings… this year’s summit was 
swarming with executives and their 
consultants, crowding out campaign-
ers and even national delegates from 
Glasgow’s overfull hotels.”

And what were these executives 
and their consultants up to? In col-
laboration with world leaders, they 
were pushing the non-solutions of 
“net-zero” emissions.

Net-zero sounds pretty good. Like, 
yeah, we need zero carbon emissions.  
But as The Guardian explains, it is sim-
ply “a brilliant cover for not restricting 
emissions. In exchange for non-ver-
ifiable offsets, they (companies) are 
allowed to continue plundering the 
planet’s remaining stored carbon.”

A company can produce tons of CO2 
emissions in distribution, for example, 
and then buy an equal amount of car-
bon off-sets from another company that 
plants trees. Unfortunately, capitalism 
and honesty don’t actually go together. 

So the company planting trees 
might be planting trees in an area 
recently deforested by the lumber in-
dustry. Not only is deforestation fol-
lowed by planting trees a wasteful way 
to maintain a carbon sink, but there 
is an incentive to lie about how much 
carbon off-setting is being done.

This means companies selling car-

bon credits make misleading claims 
about how much carbon is offset in or-
der to pad their pockets. This unregu-
lated market of carbon credits simply al-
lows the polluters to continue polluting.

The carbon market is fraught with 
such examples and outright scams. 
And yet the capitalists and their polit-
ical puppets are trying to convince us 
that the free market and the financial-
ization of carbon is the solution.

The monarchist Prince Charles, 
spoke at COP 26 lauding the private 
sector, pointing to corporations as the 
force able to save the planet. These 
types of arguments were prevalent at 
COP 26 meetings and the only future 
they offer is one with out-of-control 
climate change.

Of course, we all know what solu-
tions would actually work. Banning 
the extractive industries, extremely 
tight regulation of all aspects of the 

polluting economy, and a publicly 
controlled retooling and reorienting 
of the economy on the scale not seen 
since WWI in this country when var-
ious industries were retooled and re-
oriented to the war effort. 

Blank checks, like the one written 
for the Manhattan project to produce 
a nuclear bomb, need to be written for 
this project.  Not like the insufficient 
budgets passed for Biden’s Build Back 
Better plan or what we can expect 
from his climate change plan.

It’s not just that the billionaire class 
and the two political parties don’t have 
the will to address the problem, they 
are actively interested in the short-
term profits that involve maintaining 
the fossil fuel industry and creating 
financial gimmicks like carbon trading 
or building up the electric car industry 
instead of mass transit.

We need mass struggle and strikes 

centered on the politics of eco-social-
ism to save our planet. This struggle 
must be independent of the capitalists 
and their political parties, the Repub-
licans and Democrats. Such a frame-
work must be grounded in anti-rac-
ism and gender liberation.

We need to struggle today to win 
stopgap reforms from this elite like 
closing down coal plants or stopping a 
pipeline. But we will need to connect 
these short-term projects with a lon-
ger-term project of expropriating the 
expropriators and organizing a true de-
mocracy that goes beyond the limited 
political scope of today and encompass-
es the social and the economic.

Such a broader democracy will be 
resisted by those who currently rule 
but nothing else will get us to where 
we need to be.

By alex BucKinghaM
opinion coluMnist



How is it that white people can 
get away with so much? How are they 
so aware of this but yet, still can gloss 
right over the fact that they are ex-
tremely privileged?

Kyle Rittenhouse, a white male, 
shot three people, killing two, and 
yet was able to walk past police with 
an AR-15 style rifle even as protes-
tors were shouting that he had just 
shot people. The police did nothing 
and arrested him the next morning 
at his house.  

Jenna Ryan documented her-
self at the Capitol on Jan. 6 during 
the insurrection and then tweeted 
“Definitely not going to jail. Sorry I 
have blonde hair white skin a great 
job a great future and I’m not going 
to jail…” She has been sentenced to 
only 60 days in jail.

While it is great that so far one of 

these two people have been brought 
to justice, why did Ryan think she 
could get away with it? Why was Rit-
tenhouse able to walk past officers 
with a fully loaded gun after officers 
heard reports of a shooting?

The simple answer is racial bias. 
It is everywhere, including in our law 
enforcement and justice systems. 

Even in Washington, a supposed-

ly progressive state, the ratio of Black 
people to white people imprisoned in 
2019 was a ratio of 5.7-to-1, accord-
ing to The Sentencing Project. The 
Census Bureau reports that Washing-

ton has a population that is 78.5 per-
cent white and only 4.4 percent Black. 
Think about that compared with the 
Black/white imprisonment ratio. 

Washington has only the 21st 
highest Black/white incarceration rate 
in the U.S., New Jersey has the first.

You may argue that Black people 
commit more crimes hence the high-
er imprisonment rate but then you’d 
have to consider the poverty rate in 
2019. According to the Census Bu-
reau, for Black Americans was 18.8 
percent and that is the lowest rate 
since 1959. Compare that with the 
white poverty rate of 7.3 percent. 

A study done by the American 
Action Forum found that “Without 
reducing poverty and income inequal-
ity, racial bias, and the overcriminal-
ization of activities related to poverty, 
the United States will not meaningfully 
reduce its prison population.” 

So, to circle back around, why did 
these two criminals think they might 

get a free pass? Because they knew 
that they were privileged.

We’ve all seen these statistics, this 
is not a new thing but still, it contin-
ues in our justice system. 

For example, the judge presiding 
over Rittenhouses’ trial, Judge Bruce 
Schroeder, refuses to call the Black Lives 
Matter protestors “victims” and instead 
calls them “arsonists” or “looters.” 

This judge has said that electronic 
devices can distort video. Schroeder 
said, “This is Apple’s iPad program-
ming creating what it thinks is there, 
not what necessarily is there,” ac-
cording to the Guardian. 

In addition to this, not that it can 
get much worse, Judge Schroeder 

snapped at the prosecution for ask-
ing Rittenhouse why he thought he 
needed to bring an AR-15 for protec-
tion, which is a good question!

Judge Schroeder has recently dis-
missed two of the previous seven 
charges brought against Rittenhouse. 
One of the charges dismissed was a 
misdemeanor saying that minors 
cannot possess a firearm except in 
specific circumstances.

As of Nov. 19, Rittenhouse has been 
found not guilty on all charges. He has 
been able to walk free even after hav-
ing video evidence of the killings.

In my opinion, if this had been a 
young Black man, this would have 
gone in a totally different direction, 
and to put it brutally, I’m not even 
sure if there would have been a trial. 

Fix this, America.
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White privilege and the justice system
How is this still happening in America, the supposed land of the free?

By ReMi fRedeRicK 
opinion editoR

“The simple answer is 
racial bias. It is every-

where, including in 
our law enforcement 
and justice systems.” 

“We’ve all seen these 
statistics, this is not a 

new...”

ILLUSTRATION BY JAIDA NOBLE
Jenna Ryan and Kyle Rittenhouse are examples of how prejudiced the justice system is towards protecting white people from the consequences of their actions. 
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The rockumentary: 
an underappreciated art form

From rare concert footage to harrowing tour stories, these documentaries will make you obsessed with each of these artists.

#5 - BUENA VISTA SOCIAL CLUB
ARTIST:RY COODER AND BUENA 

VISTA SOCIAL CLUB
GENRE:INTERNATIONAL

EPIC MOMENT:THE CONCERT AT 
CARNEGIE HALL

Centered around amazing tradi-
tional Cuban musicians in the late 
’90s, “Buena Vista Social Club” ex-
plores the connection between social 
surroundings and world music. Fol-
lowing overlooked musicians caught 
in the time warp of Cuban isolation, 
they tell riveting stories about their 
history and culture, playing captivat-
ing songs in the process. The docu-
mentary does a fantastic job of hon-
oring and focusinwwg on the Cuban 
lifestyle and performances, culminat-
ing in a now-famous Carnegie Hall 
performance. The highlight of the 
documentary is hearing live perfor-
mances of songs like “Dos Gardenias” 
and “Chan Chan,” some of the most 
recognizable and beloved traditional 
Cuban tracks of the past 50 years.

#4 - MYSTIFY
ARTIST:INXS AND MICHAEL 

HUTCHENCE
GENRE:NEW WAVE

EPIC MOMENT: DISCUSSING 
MICHAEL’S ACCIDENT THAT CHANGED 

HIS LIFE

“Mystify” paints a comprehensive 
portrait of INXS lead singer Michael 
Hutchence, showing his values and 
kind demeanor, both on and offstage. 
This documentary is heartbreaking - 
as it highlights what a fantastic musi-
cian and person Hutchence was and 
how the effect of the British media 
and an untimely accident, leaving 
his senses damaged, led to his death. 
However, curated performances 
that highlight Hutchence’s unique 
voice and lyric writing will leave 
you obsessed with INXS. Stripped 
back songs like “Mystify” and ener-
getic ‘80s anthems like “Need You 
Tonight” and “This Time” are tied 
together by Hutchence’s passionate 
vocal style. Ending with the emo-
tional “Never Tear Us Apart” and the 
beautiful story behind it, “Mystify” is 
a collection of intimate stories that 
will leave you in tears.

By josephine tRueBlood
a&e editoR

#3 - 20 FEET FROM STARDOM
ARTIST: DARLENE LOVE, JUDITH 

HILL, MERRY CLAYTON, LISA FISCHER 
AND OTHERS

GENRE:CLASSIC ROCK
EPIC MOMENT: WHEN MERRY 

CLAYTON DESCRIBES GETTING THE 
PHONE CALL IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 

NIGHT TO TRACK ON THE ROLLING 
STONES’ “GIMME SHELTER”

Some of the best rock songs of the 
‘60s and ‘70s are known for their catchy 
backing vocals. “20 Feet from Stardom” 
tells the stories behind these iconic 
voices on classic albums. Performing 
for years with artists like Sting, Talking 
Heads, Lou Reed, Stevie Wonder and 
Ray Charles, unbelievably talented 
black women like Darlene Love, Mer-
ry Clayton and Lisa Fischer never re-
ceived the recognition or stardom they 
deserve. This documentary highlights 
their impressive body of work and their 
contributions to the genre, contrasting 
their immense talent with their mod-
est lifestyles. Songs like The Crystals’ 
“He’s a Rebel” showcase the backup 
singers’ start to their career and the film 
shows their transition to backup work 
on iconic songs like the Rolling Stones’ 
“Gimme Shelter”and David Bowie’s 
“Young Americans.” A jaw-dropping 
watch, “20 Feet from Stardom” illus-
trates all that is wrong with the music 
industry and changes your perspective 
on many classic hits. 

#2 - SUPERSONIC
ARTIST: OASIS

GENRE:BRIT POP
EPIC MOMENT: THE CARTOON 

DEPICTION OF A CHAOTIC FIGHT 
BREAKING OUT ON A FERRY TO 

AMSTERDAM

From smashing bandmates’ heads 
in with cricket bats to selling-out 
multiple nights in 1996 at The Kneb-
worth Festival, this documentary is 
pure chaos. Somehow, the Gallagh-
er brothers, Noel and Liam, come 
across as extremely likeable, despite 
their ever-present anger issues and 
unparalleled egos. The songs from 
the first two, and arguably only good 
two, Oasis albums are on display in 
this documentary. Highlights include 
an acoustic version of “Live Forever” 
and actual footage of their early per-
formances in Glasgow’s King Tut’s 
Wah Wah Hut. With amazing foot-
age of shows, practices and recording 
sessions, raw and beautifully mixed 
versions of Oasis hits are an excit-
ing feature of “Supersonic.” While 
you may not be the biggest fan of 
the British soccer-bro vibes of Oasis, 
this documentary will have you hum-
ming “Shakermaker” for months and 
speeding to your nearest vintage store 
to buy a parka.

#1 - AMY  
ARTIST: AMY WINEHOUSE

GENRE:POP
EPIC MOMENT: ACTUAL FOOTAGE 

OF AMY RECORDING “BACK TO BLACK”

This documentary delicately bal-
ances the external factors that caused 
Amy Winehouse’s decline with show-
casing her natural talent and cha-
risma. Footage of Amy interacting 
with bandmates and other musicians, 
along with her early lyrics covered in 
heart doodles and pen edits, turns 
the focus onto her personality, which 
wasn’t visible during the frenzied Brit-
ish media coverage of her in the early 
2000s. Flawless, early performances of 
Winehouse playing guitar and sing-
ing in clubs in Camden are absolutely 
breathtaking in “Amy.” Of course, the 
highlight of this documentary is the 
footage of her recording with Mark 
Ronson, also known for his work with 
artists like Lady Gaga, Adele and Bru-
no Mars, where she sings early takes 
of “Back to Black” in an eerily perfect 
manner. Whether you’re into Amy 
Winehouse’s combination of pop, jazz 
and R&B, you will walk away from 
“Amy” with an unbelievable amount 
of respect for her, as an artist and a 
genuinely wonderful person who 
tragically died too soon.

PHOTOS OF COURTESY  OF IMDB
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Wes Anderson returns with a punch in “The French Dispatch”
Wes Anderson’s latest work crowds itself to the point of bursting with personal -isms, but self-obsessed production leaves us with 

a film that leaves a lot to be desired.

Wes Anderson went all out with 
“The French Dispatch” — it is per-
haps his most meticulous yet. Every 
inch of every frame is overpacked 
with details, quips, motifs and pure 
cinematic eye-candy such that even 
with the biggest screen in the world it 
would be impossible to entirely take 
in. From comic animation to a skit-
style scene to fluid pivots between 
luscious black and white and invit-
ingly oversaturated color photogra-
phy, it’s clear that Anderson is trying 
to impress, perhaps in a self-indul-
gent way intended to promote his 
own status as a filmmaker more than 
defer to succinct and meaningful 
storytelling. In fact, the visuals are 
so spectacular, so plentiful, and draw 
the eye so rapidly to every point in 
the field of vision that it’s sometimes 
overwhelming, even distracting. Ev-
erything about the film is overdone, 
even for Anderson’s standards.

The film comprises five segments, 
each of which is based upon an article 
from the final, obituary edition of Ar-
thur Howitzer, Jr.’s (Bill Murray) peri-
odical, The French Dispatch of the Lib-
erty Kansas Evening Sun, and not every 
story is created equal. Some of the film 
is brilliant, but too much of it wreaks 
with uncharacteristic boredom. Incon-
sistency is a key drawback. 

The first and least consequential 
segment, written and narrated by 
Owen Wilson’s Herbsaint Sazerac, 
covers the basic background of the 
ironically-named city of publication, 
Ennui-sur-Blasé, France. Though 
unremarkable, the short introduc-
tion effectively leads us into the 
quirky 1960s to ’70s world of “The 
French Dispatch.”

The second article is the longest, 
and undoubtedly the best, told via 
a museum seminar by arts report-
er J.K.L. Berensen (Tilda Swinton). 
They were undoubtedly great for 
having a relatively undynamic role, 
but it was Benecio del Toro and 
Léa Seydoux who stole the show. 
Their natural chemistry as world-re-
nowned incarcerated painter Moses 
Rosenthaler and prison guard muse 
Simone, complemented by Adrien 
Brody as art dealer Julian Cadazio, 
make the section seethe with charac-
ter. Combining a clever story, a great 
balance of highly choreographed 
scenes and simpler moments, admit-
tedly (if unintentionally) compelling 
artwork, and an atmosphere that 
kept me smiling giddily throughout 
the duration, this has to be among 

the director’s most compelling work, 
but it doesn’t make a whole film.

In terms of quality, the third 
act drove off a cliff. Might it have 
half-heartedly swerved as it ap-
proached the brink? Perhaps, but 
the overall directionlessness of the 
plot meant that course-correction 
was futile. A strong sub-cast (though 
probably the weakest of the film) 
of Timothée Chalamet, Frances 
McDormand, and countless other 
high-quality secondary actors (in-
cluding surprise names from “Ted 
Lasso” and “The End of the F***ing 
World,” among others), with the 
subject of a youth revolution for a 
starting point, spelled potential — 
potential that was entirely wasted. 
The fairly infantilizing story of rad-
ical, chess-playing revolutionaries 
lacked a discernable arc or intent, 
merely floating to the whim of writer 
Lucinda Krementz’ (McDormand) 
droll and unmotivated, even slightly 
annoying, view of the world. 

The fourth act, though, was clear-
ly the most boring. Jeffrey Wright as 
‘Tastes & Smells’ columnist Roebuck 
Wright retells his article verbatim 
to a talk show host played by Liev 
Schreiber. The story covers Wright’s 
misadventures while researching for 
a piece about Steve Park’s Lt. Nescaf-
fier (one of countless other tongue-
in-cheek names speckled throughout 
the film), the esteemed chef to the 
Police Commissioner. The initial 
premise being the unique cuisine of 
Lt. Nescaffier, Wright is promptly 

swept up in the dramatic kidnap-
ping of the Commissioner’s son. 
Once again, the concept was there, 
but the actual content was flat. The 
following near-end to the feature 
served more as an excuse to cram 
parts for Anderson regulars into the 
it last-minute, including confusing, 
unneeded, and/or dull appearanc-
es from Willem Dafoe, Ed Norton, 
Saoirse Ronan and Christoph Waltz. 
There were, as always, very well de-
signed scenes, good production de-
sign, and smart cinematography, but 
it was all a façade to overcompensate 
for a long and uninteresting portion 
of the film.

Finally, a para-section concluded 
it all with every writer contributing to 
the final article of The Dispatch, the 

obituary of Arthur Howitzer, Jr. The 
idea was once again there, but with a 
plain script it was a weak ending for 
such a uniquely designed feature.

Together, the segments unfortu-
nately came just shy of the difficult 
task of creating a cohesive film, giv-
en the risky but daring structure. 
Though abound with problems — 
from the overstacked cast, including 
parts by Henry Winkler, Larry Pine, 
Jason Schwartzman, and Elisabeth 
Moss adding very little to the story 
and drawing the viewer out of the 
film, or the blindingly flashy visuals 
— I don’t mean to make “The French 
Dispatch” out to be a horrible film; it 
is extremely unique, funny at times, 
clever at others, with great music 
and an occasionally very well written 

screenplay, but that doesn’t mean I 
didn’t find it more than a little dis-
appointing. I would even place the 
work at a respectable seventh among 
Anderson’s now thirteen combined 
features and shorts. “The French Dis-
patch” is admirable for its attempt to 
pull off something both mainstream 
and highly avant-garde at once, but it 
doesn’t quite hit the mark.

TITLE: “THE FRENCH DISPATCH”
STAR RATING: 4/5

[Available at time of writing to see 
in theatres.]

By ell   hoBBs 
filM   cRitic   

ILLUSTRATION BY JAIDA NOBLE

“The French Dispatch” features an immense cast of Anderson regulars and newcomers.


