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Opinion: Women are STILL marching for their rights
Hundreds of thousands of women around the nation marched on Oct. 2 in over 650 protests over the 

Texas abortion ban. 
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“It feels great. It is so nice 
to see people for once... 

It’s nice to be around 
people instead of being in 

my room.”

She/Her
Sophomore

History

“Exciting. I started 
during the pandemic… 

I’m interested to see how 
campus events will change 

for the better.”

“Aside from not knowing 
the campus, it’s been 

pretty good. (The) 
masks are annoying but 

necessary.”

He/Him
Freshman

Psych

H  How does it feel being back 
on campus?COMPILED AND PHOTOS BY REMI FREDERICK

uskies in the hallway:

He/Him
Faculty

Assistant Director for Student Involvement

Paige BeardsleyAlex Hoffman Conor Leary

“I’m excited to be back 
on campus. I was a little 

scared at first cause, what 
if I get sick… It’s been 

exciting to see all the new 
people and all my friends”

She/Her
Senior
Psych

Adora Keser

National adopt a shelter dog month
Tacoma and Pierce County Humane Society has several dogs looking for their fur-ever home.

When people think of October, 
they think of fall or Halloween. Little 
did you know, October is also known 
for National Adopt a Shelter Dog 
Month. Yes, it is a little less known 
compared to Halloween and every-
thing else that comes to mind, but 
how fun would it be to have a cos-
tume buddy this spooky season?!

The Tacoma and Pierce County 
Humane Society has several Dogs 
waiting to be adopted. At the time of 

writing this piece, there were about 
27 dogs waiting for a forever fami-
ly. Included in this piece are several 
photos and personality write ups of 
some of those sweet pups. 

There are several ways to help 
these sweet faces even if you can’t 
adopt them or aren’t ready for the 
commitment. Lindsey Heaney, a 
worker at the Humane Society, talks 
about ways to help from volunteer-
ing to fostering their animals.

“The shelter is always in need of 
volunteers and fosters! There are a va-
riety of volunteer opportunities to help 
animals in need and it’s a chance for 

the animals at the shelter to get addi-
tional love and socialization,” she said, 
“Anyone interested in volunteering can 

find more information and sign up for 
the next volunteer orientation on our 
website at www.thehumanesociety.org/
get-involved/volunteer.”

Fostering one of these precious 
pups is also a great way to give them 
some much deserved love and affec-
tion even if you’re not quite ready for 
a forever commitment. Heaney ex-
plains their foster system as needed 
for animals who are not doing great 
in the shelter environment or have 
special circumstances like recovering 
from surgery.  

Whether it’s volunteering or adopt-
ing, these four-legged friends are sure to 

bring a smile to anyone’s face. By Madeline Hiller
editor-in-CHief

Fostering one of 
these precious pups 
is also a great way to 
give them some much 
deserved love and af-
fection even if you’re 
not quite ready for a 
forever commitment.

For more information visit:

www.thehumanesociety.org/get-in-
volved/volunteer
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Upperclassmen’s advice for freshman
Upperclassmen give their two cents on making the best of one’s time at UWT

“UW Tacoma is more than just a 
bunch of boring old classrooms,”ex-
plained the upperclassmen of UWT. For 
starters, the diversity of both the student 
body and the student organizations 
brings life to the campus. 

According to senior Paris Markley, 
a student who simply attends class and 
promptly goes home is missing too 
much of the college experience.

“Going to class is only like 10% 
of what makes college worth it,” she 
said, “You’re spending thousands of 
dollars to at least make all the use of 
the money spent.”

With this being her last quarter, Mar-
kley explained that one of her biggest 
regrets from her time at UWT was not 
being more involved in the community. 

“The one time I did a group project 
after school, it felt way different com-
pared to me just normally doing it by 
myself at home. I felt more comfortable 
doing it with others.”

Senior Sydney Moncrief is spending 
her last quarter here looking to make as 
many connections as she can.

 “I’ve always been kind of a social 
person, so going to class and meeting 
people instead of just staying home is 
like heaven,” Moncrief said.

Moncrief then noted the array of 
benefits of attending class and network-
ing with others. One of the notable bene-
fits for her was feeling more motivated to 
attend class and receiving better grades 
as a result. 

“To be honest, I used to skip class 
a lot when I first started taking class-
es here,” she said, “But me and my 
friend decided to take a business class 

together. [And] we were surprised 
how much fun we had in getting our 
grades up together.” 

After a while, Moncrief said she real-
ized that her improved grades correlated 
with her improved attendance which in 
turn correlated with her making more 
friends in class. 

After this epiphany, the university 
became more than just a bunch of class-
rooms and textbooks. For her, UWT 
suddenly became a place to have some 
fun on top of being a place of learning.

“Having people you feel comfortable 
around in class makes you want to go to 
class a bit more because you have some-
thing to look forward to,” she said, “You 
guys can even help each other after class 
on anything you’re confused about.”

Senior Hamza Hanfi Dilawer had 
similar advice. As an Arabic student 
who moved to the US in 2012, he felt 

that he had trouble fitting in compared 
to the average student. So he isolated 
himself, which only ended up making 
things worse.

“I didn’t feel like I could relate to 
anyone so I just cut myself off [from 
the community],” Dilawer said, “I 
started to hate going to school and 
blamed my boredom on the school’s 
lack of diversity.”

Dilawer said this all changed when 
he was required to meet up with his 
classmates for a group project after class. 
Although he was somewhat apprehen-
sive at first working with people of dif-
ferent cultural backgrounds, he slowly 
began to realize that there was no point 
in shutting yourself down from others 
due to cultural or national differences.

“I’m glad our teacher forced us to 
work together because I saw that there 
[were] more benefits in [networking] 

with people who are different from you 
than there are [drawbacks],” he said, 

“Now, with my last year here, 
I’ve made lots of friends here and it’s 
helped me in a lot of ways. We helped 
each other study, I learned more about 
American culture and the Tacoma 
area. I even got an internship from a 
friend’s recommendation.”

Dilawer strongly recommended ev-
eryone do the same. As he noted that the 
few minutes of awkwardness can lead to 
better grades, a lifetime of friendships, 
new learning experiences and maybe 
even job or internship opportunities

“I know it’s scary. Because a lot of 
people are shyer because of the quaran-
tines. But coming from someone who’s 
from a completely different culture, I 
promise you it’s worth it. In the real 
world, networking is everything. So col-
lege is the perfect time to start,” he said.

By Garrett yaen
news editor

Jack is a loyal 2-year-old Siberian hus-
ky who has been waiting for his forever 
home since June. He is a true extrovert 
and loves to be loved! He would be the 
perfect sidekick for outdoor adven-
tures and would be a wonderful hype 
buddy on those long hikes. Jack would 
love a space with a fully fenced yard 
to get his energy out and would prefer 
a play buddy his own size if there are 
any other pets in the home. 

Jack
Punky is a sweet 3-year-old Labrador retriev-
er mix who has been waiting for a home for 
over a month now. Her name might as well 
be “Spunky Punky”, with her courageous and 
determined spirit. She can be a bit shy at first, 
but with some love, patience, and treats her 
personality shines. Punky would be a great 
walking partner or adventure companion for 
any Pacific Northwest adventurers. She would 
prefer to go to a home without cats and would 
love to have a fully fenced yard to have plenty 
of space to play with her new people!

Punky
Chumly is a 5-year-old chow chow mix 
who has been at the shelter since Au-
gust. He has a legendary smile – you 
can’t help but smile back when you see 
him! He is a little shy at first, but once 
he gets comfortable, he’s ready for all 
the pets. Chumly’s perfect day would 
include some playing and exploring 
together, followed by curling up at 
your feet or on the couch.

Chumly
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The UW Tacoma Y student center is packed with resources 
for all students 

From exercise machines to a game room, the UWT Y Student Center has a little bit of anything for everyone.

Whether students want to get 
some exercise, take a shower, use a 
meditation room, go rock climbing, 
use the computer labs or printers, 
and more, the UW Tacoma Y Stu-
dent Center is a colony of resources 
for students engaging in an array of 
activities. 

“If you’re a student here, you au-
tomatically have a YMCA member-
ship in pretty much all YMCAs in the 
country,” said Staff Member Maria 
Joseph, “You can come here to work 
out. There’s showers, a meditation 
room, and a rock-climbing station.”

Inside, there is another room with 
more features called the Center for 
Student Involvement. An area filled 

with an array of opportunities for 
fun and socialization. 

“We have a game room, and it’s 
open to all students,” Joseph said, “We 
have a pool, ping pong, air hockey, 
game systems, arcadey type games, 
and more.” 

It can also be used as a study space 
with free wifi. Students can study to-
gether and print papers. It can be a 
place where students can find solace 
in a calm environment andS destress 
from school by playing games.

Another staff member named 
Mario Cavazos said the space could 
also be used to reserve study rooms 
for people in groups or people fly-
ing solo if the other study rooms on 
campus are occupied. 

“We can reserve rooms for meet-
ing up with classmates to study. Also, 
if you have a remote class but don’t 

have time to make it back home and 
listen in private, I can reserve one of 
the rooms, and you can take the class 
here instead of a public space,” he said.

If one wants to reserve a space, 
they can just walk in, talk to the front 
desk, and they’ll receive an available 
room. Students just need to have 
their ID numbers memorized to use 
a computer. 

The center can be a place without 
distractions and a place where stu-
dents aren’t alone. 

“I feel like a lot of students come in 
here to be able to meet up with others 
and collaborate in a workspace and 
not worry about distractions if they 
were out of the center,” Cavazos said. 
“I feel like this space is open mostly to 
a lot of people, and they just tend to 
enjoy the company of others.”

Joseph highly recommended that 

students try it out since it’s a part of 
their tuition.

 “Since any UWT student is auto-
matically a paying member of the Y, 
we should try to take advantage of it; 
there’s a lot of students who are pay-
ing for it and enjoy it. It’s important 
that we all use it,” he said.

Although the center is welcome to 
all, they hope to have more students 
come and have the Y Center packed 
but pandemic proof. For example, 
those who work out must wear a mask. 
If they drink something, they can have 
a sip but must put it back right away.

Cavazos has seen that students 
seem to enjoy using the center judg-
ing from the number of students who 
come back after their first time. 

“I feel like students that have used 
this space before will come back and 
use this space more overall. We try 

our best to spread the word that we 
are here to serve and provide any-
thing we can do.”

Joseph explained that they under-
stand the center is an integral part of 
the campus due to the resources they 
have. As student-workers, they’re 
understanding and will try their best 
to make attendees comfortable. 

“We always have a lot of resourc-
es; we even have jobs available. We’re 
students too so that we can relate to 
you. We’re not scary; you can talk 
with us about anything,” she said. 

The center is open from 6 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday. It’s also 
open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Fri-
day, 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, and 
closed on Sundays.

By Garrett yaen
news editor

PHOTO BY NICKOLUS PATRASZEWSKI
The UW Tacoma Y Student Center is like its own little campus.
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To thrift or not to thrift
Thrift shopping can be a fun and positive experience, but its current trendy 

nature has serious drawbacks.

Stop if you’ve heard this one be-
fore: You’re on the lookout for a spe-
cific article of clothing, or something 
to just spice up your wardrobe a bit, 
but for one reason or another, mod-
ern new clothing is just a pain. May-
be they don’t match your aesthetic, 
maybe a lot doesn’t come in your 
particular size, or maybe it’s just not 
in the budget. What’s an eager fash-
ionista going to do in this scenario? 
Barring becoming an impromptu 
fashion designer overnight, the next 
best thing is to go used clothes shop-
ping, also known as thrifting.

There are a lot of genuine benefits 
when it comes to thrifting. For one, 
it’ll usually be more affordable than 
most new options for clothing espe-
cially when it comes to name brands. 
Secondly, if you have a fascination 
with the past or more classic aesthet-
ics, then obviously clothes passed 
down from the past will vibe with that 
much more than modern stylings, or 
even modern brands trying to capture 
an old aesthetic. Third, barring larger 
chains like Value Village or Goodwill, 
both good storefronts in their own 
right, many thrift stores, or antique 

stores if your desire goes beyond just 
clothing, will be local businesses, 
which means any support to them is 
supporting your community.

But there has been a paradoxical 
problem with thrifting lately, one 
that shares a root cause with a lot of 
other problems we see online: rich 
people and social media.

Even going as far back as Marie 
Antoinette allegedly playing the role 
of a milkmaid or shepherdess in her 
personal cottage retreat to turn-of-
the-century businessmen “admir-
ing” the work ethic of laymen. Rich 
and affluent people have frequent-
ly romanticized aspects of poverty 
that speak to some moral or ideal 
of theirs. This has transferred to the 
modern day in the guise of fashion 
and older aesthetics.

It has been a trend among all 
forms of social media, especially vi-
sually based platforms such as Ins-
tagram or Tiktok, to thrift and find 
older clothes for a variety of aesthet-
ics, and since the affluent youths of 
today are among the ones who cre-
ate and curate these trends the most, 
they’ve been the ones participating 
in it the most.

Initially, this is a harmless act, 
more business after all, but with the 

advent of a trend comes people mak-
ing use of that trend.This leads some 
storefronts to jack up their prices to 
a level where the affluent and the in-
fluencer can pay, but the average per-
son is left out of the loop. This means 
they have one less option to get their 
clothing either due to price or due 
to body shape since there’s a good 
amount of ‘old’ trends that make use 
of baggy clothing on smaller frames.

Despite this trend, most people 
who thrift won’t be rich socialites or 
trend-chasing influencers, but in the 
wake of what could change due to 
rising trends, it’s key to support local 
businesses that don’t fall prey to online 
fads like country-wide chains can. 

Here in Tacoma, we have plenty of 
secondhand and antique stores, even 
having an entire row of them along 
Broadway downtown. Locally owned 
and operated for that personal and 
community involved touch, one 
called Sanford and Sons is even re-
portedly haunted for the spooky sea-
son. Just remember to shop responsi-
bly and be mindful of limited stock, 
especially when it comes to larger 
sizes, or the only haunting thing will 
be a ghastly lack of options.

By niCkolus Patraszewski
PHotoGraPHer

Get the tea on sick remedies
Something that is so simple can bring so much comfort during a time of 

discomfort.

Cold season is among us and with 
everyone going back to in-person 
school, the amount of people feeling 
under the weather is rising. With be-
ing sick comes the question of what 
is going to help me feel better quick-
er? Drinking tea can be super helpful 
and beneficial when you are sick.The 
warm tea itself can help soothe and 
open your chest up, but the type of 
tea is also important. 

PEPPERMINT TEA
This tea helps when having a 

cough and congestion. The menthol 
from the peppermint leaves helps 
give the same relief as a cough drop, 
and also helps with opening your 
lungs and sinuses. Peppermint tea 
can also help decrease pain, inflam-
mation and body aches. 

CHAMOMILE TEA
This soothing blend helps you 

feel sleepy and has anti-inflammato-
ry properties. This can be very help-

ful while sick since trying to sleep 
while having a cold can be one of the 
most challenging parts of being ill. 
Many of these teas include lavender 
which also helps in aiding in sleep. 

GINGER TEA
Not only does ginger tea help 

when having a sore throat and 
soothe it, ginger tea will also help 
when feeling nauseous as well. Since 
ginger can be very strong, it can also 
help with clearing sinuses and giving 
a moment of relief. Many ginger teas 
are mixed with things like cinnamon 
or lemongrass which are both helpful 
with being under the weather as well. 

ECHINACEA
A flower-based tea that is best used 

when feeling an oncoming sickness. It 
has been found that this flower can 
help the immune system because of 
its anti-inflammatory properties.

GREEN TEA
This tea has a lot of benefits al-

ready but when it comes to illness 
the antioxidants in the tea help with 
the battle in your body. An addition-

al plus to green tea is that it comes 
in many different flavors like pep-
permint and ginger, giving you the 
boost of both teas in one. 

HIBISCUS TEA
Another herbal flower based 

plant that is filled with antioxidants 
but also is filled with vitamin C and 
iron. This tea helps with fighting the 
bacteria and in turn helps you get 
over the sickness quicker. 

Adding honey to any of these will 
cause a soothing coating which can 
relieve irritation from coughing. Add-
ing lemon to tea can also be beneficial 
since it does have vitamin C. Person-
ally, I really like peppermint tea with 
lemon and honey. It sounds like a 
weird mixture but it does wonders and 
it is a simpler version of the Starbucks 
medicine ball. Another go to for me 
is an orange cinnamon tea which not 
only helps open the chest with the cin-
namon and other spices but the orange 
helps balance those spices. 

By Madi williaMs
ManaGinG editor

PHOTO BY NICKOLUS PATRASZEWSKI
Tacoma has no shortage of secondhand stores to visit.

COURTTESY OF PXFUEL

COURTESY OF PXFUEL

PHOTO BY  NICKOLUS PATRASZEWSKI
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Women are STILL marching for their rights
Hundreds of thousands of women around the nation marched on Oct. 2 in over 650 protests over the Texas abortion 

ban, I was one of them.

On Oct. 2, 120,000 people all 
across the nation, according to the 
Women’s March, protested the abor-
tion ban in Texas. The march was 
called “Rally for abortion justice” 
and featured signs with sayings such 
as “Never Backing Down” and “All 
Rise for Justice”.

I attended the Tacoma, WA march 
that was started by Ondriea Hofeling 
with help from a Planned Parenthood 
organizer. Hundreds of people were 
at this march to express their belief in 
abortion as a form of healthcare. 

Hofeling started the march be-
cause there wasn’t going to be a pro-
test close to her. She said that with 
this march she wanted to spread 

awareness and added, “Texas doesn’t 
get to keep being a bully.” 

On Oct. 6, a federal judge ruled in 
favor of halting the infamous Texas law 
which, in short, bans all abortions be-
fore six weeks of pregnancy, that senti-
ment was felt around the country. 

The ruling comes as a huge re-
lief for all of us who marched for 
the women of Texas and I’d imag-
ine that it also takes a weight off the 
shoulders of Texas women who were 
struggling to find a place to have 
an abortion. Even for me, and even 
though my right to have an abortion 
is protected, I was terrified for all 
the women who are not protected by 
their state laws.

This relief was short-lived as the 
5th US Circuit Court of Appeals 
struck down the decision from the 

federal judge which means that the 
Texas abortion ban is allowed to con-
tinue operating, at least until a high-
er court rules differently. 

Some protesters have been 
marching for this cause for a long 
time. One, in particular, Jenifer Scit-
ern has been marching since 1970 
and said that she was marching be-
cause she believes in the “women’s 
right to autonomy of her body”. 

Her companions agreed. One of 
them, Nanette Chavel, said: “I’m re-
ally pissed off. I seldom go to march-
es but I’m just really pissed off ”. 

When RSVPing to the march, we 
got an email detailing what to bring 
and what not to bring. On the what 
not to bring list was “No coat hanger 
imagery…. No Handmaid’s Tale im-
agery”. However, several people still 

wore the Handmaid’s dresses and 
head coverings.

I asked Shannon Spencer why she 
decided to wear the Handmaid’s out-
fit. She said, “I disagree with a Wom-
en’s March telling us how to dress.” 
While I concur with the statement in 
general, the reasons that the Wom-
en’s March gave for discouraging the 
outfits are something that I strongly 
agree with.

The Women’s March said that the 
Handmaid’s outfits were not recom-
mended because the Handmaid’s 
Tale is mainly focused on the lack 
of bodily autonomy of white wom-
en while it “erases the fact that Black 
women, undocumented women, 
incarcerated women, poor women, 
disabled women have always had 
their reproduction controlled in this 

country it’s not some dystopic future 
or past,” according to the email that 
was sent out by the Women’s March 
when you signed up.

Two of the protestors, Jenny and 
Jessica Campbell, pointed out that in 
the Texas abortion ban, nowhere in the 
bill was there any blame on the father 
for getting a woman pregnant. They 
are right, where is the accountability? 
Getting pregnant takes two people 
and if the pregnant person cannot get 
an abortion due to this ban, does six 
weeks mark the start of child support 
for the non-pregnant person? 

I am proud to have marched for 
what I believe in. As RBG once said, 
“Fight for the things you care about 
but do it in a way that will lead others 
to join you.” and so, I hope you join 
me in this fight. 

By reMi frederiCk
oPinion editor

PHOTOS BY REMI FREDERICK
The Women’s March in Tacoma featured hundreds of people marching together towards the Pierce County Superior Court.
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*Please bring proof of vaccination

Tahoma West will be hosting an evening of 
the most bone-chilling student short stories  
ever told, eerily close to home in  
William W. Philip Hall. 
 
Experience a night of fright starting at 4pm!

Join us on Tuesday, October 26th for...
- Pinatas!
- Pin-the-tail-on-the-Monster!
- Candy Walk!
- Costume Contest!
- ...And Much More!

SPOOKY STORIES TO 
TELL IN THE DARK

Stage to Page: Review of “Broadway Bound”
The first show of the 83rd season at Lakewood Playhouse. Did it live up to the hype?

After being closed for over 500 
days due to COVID-19, Lakewood 
Playhouse finally reopened their doors 
to the world of live theater. Many sea-
soned theater goers know of this small, 
semi-hidden theater and are aware of 
its value to the community. 

Lakewood Playhouse entered its 
83rd season this year and released 
their season lineup with some pretty 
big names such as “The Haunting of 
Hill House” and “Ragtime.” However, 
the first show of the season was not 
one I was familiar with. 

Neil Simon’s “Broadway Bound” 
caught my attention merely because 
of the title. Going in, I thought it was 
going to be about an aspiring actor 
wanting to eventually end up on 
Broadway. When I actually attended 
the show, I was met with some inter-
esting and confusing twists. 

Neil Simon wrote “Broadway 
Bound” as a semi-autobiographical 
play. It was also the third and final 
installment of a trilogy revolving 
around the main character, Eugene 
Morris Jerome. 

The show itself is about Eugene 
and his brother Stanley who are as-

piring comedy writers and are aim-
ing for the big leagues. Eventually, 
the two of them get a job offer with 
CBS to co-write a sketch for the CBS 
radio show. Once broadcasting day 
comes around, Eugene, Stanley, and 
their whole family gather around the 
radio to hear their first story. While 
Eugene and Stanley were excited and 
proud of their work, their family had 
other thoughts. 

The Jerome family was your defi-
nition of your average, yet dysfunc-
tional family. The mother and father 
of the house, Kate and Jack, are hav-
ing marital issues. Kate’s father, Ben, 
is living with them and you can tell 
the character’s mind is slowly dete-
riorating.  Eugene and Stanley both 
have their own jobs but still live at 
home. They share that all too fa-
miliar brotherly bond of wanting to 
work together but their relationship 
gets in the way. 

At this time, the brothers were 
discussing their job offer with CBS 
for sketch writing, and it felt like the 
plot was a little shaky. Once again, I 
was under the impression that it was 
about an aspiring actor so I had to 
switch gears a bit to follow the plot. 

This was by no means any fault of 
the actors. The cast was an amazing 

ensemble of people who were doing 
their best with what they had. Char-
lie Stevens (Eugene) and Chap Wolff 
(Stanley) did a phenomenal job por-
traying the sibling relationship on 
stage from the bickering to the pok-
ing at each other’s flaws, they abso-
lutely nailed it. 

Another stage relationship to 
highlight was the father-daughter 
relationship portrayed by Dave Hall 
(Ben) and Pamela Roza (Kate). It 
truly felt like you were watching a 
daughter help her father in his older 
years and the voice of reason coming 
from Roza was all too familiar. Last-
ly, Roza and her stage chemistry with 
W. Scott Pinkston (Jack) and their 
dwindling marriage. It was so very 
apparent their marriage was holding 
on by a thread and that thread was 
one that many other families stay 
married for: their kids. 

The acting and design of this 
show was absolutely beautiful. Stage 
design is like a separate science of 
itself and the talent of these design-
ers was through the roof. The set was 
very dollhouse-like with the ability to 
see every room of importance in the 
house. Bedrooms were separated by 
a wall to add a little realism and they 
were noticeably right above the kitch-

en. Multi-story sets are never an easy 
build but the design crew did great. 

The only downside I saw in this 
show was the writing. From the de-
ceiving title to the less than stellar 
script, it was a little difficult to follow 
and felt a bit slow, however, it was the 
third installment in a trilogy. Some 
plot points did get a little lost in the 
dialogue, like where the show took 
place, so the audience was left to fig-
ure some of it out themselves. Overall, 
I’d definitely say it was a solid season 
opener since that is just usually how 

those first shows tend to be. 
While “Broadway Bound” might 

be over, Lakewood Playhouse still 
has several exciting titles coming up 
such as the ones mentioned above. 

By Madeline Hiller
editor-in-CHief

PHOTO COURTESY OF LAKEWOOD PLAYHOUSE
The first show at Lakewood Playhouse in a long while.

For more information visit:

Website: https://www.
lakewoodplayhouse.org/

Facebook: Lakewood Playhouse
Instagram: @lakewoodplayhouse

Twitter: @LkwdPlayhouse
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Five reasons not to watch “Dear 
Evan Hansen”

Start the film season off right by watching literally anything else.

Disclaimer: I am not generally a 
fan of musicals. I recognize that fact, 
and am cognizant of this bias when 
reviewing films. Some people love 
them, I don’t. That’s okay because I 
can say with certainty that my prob-
lems with “Dear Evan Hansen” extend 
far, far beyond casual disinterest for 
the genre.

“Dear Evan Hansen” tells the sto-
ry of a socially awkward teen who 
finds himself the center of attention 
following the suicide of a bully, who 
he lets people believe was his best 
friend. It is a journey of the heart and 
spirit, and the worst movie I’ve seen 
in a long time.

Do you know what it’s like to have 
bleach poured in your eyes as Rick 
Riordan poetry (I don’t even want to 
know if that’s a thing) is yodeled into 
your ears from an inch away for two 
hours and seventeen very, very, very 
long minutes?

Well, guess what? I do now.
Now that that’s out of the way, let’s 

explore what those problems actually 
are, shall we?

        NUMBER ONE: BEN PLATT. 
This man should have a court order 

against him playing characters young-
er than 24, let alone a teenager. Just no.

NUMBER TWO: THE PART WHEN 

THEY WERE SINGING.
I dreaded every approaching song 

that seemed to hide behind the screen, 
giggling like a cute, fuzzy, 1980s film 
creature that was just giddily waiting 
to eat after midnight and shove my 
arm into a blender.. 

It should tell you something that 
on multiple occasions I attempted to 
induce sleep during such ballads as 
“Sappy McSoap-Opera Part Four” and 
“How I Manipulated People and the 
Moral of the Story Is That I Did Noth-
ing Wrong,” or even future classics like 
“I’m Just An Actor, I Didn’t Know This 
Was A Singing Thing.” What beauty. 
What power. What passion.

NUMBER THREE: THE PART WHEN 
THEY STOPPED SINGING.

The part I dreaded the second most 
besides the musical part was the rest of it. 

NUMBER FOUR: STEPHEN CHBOSKY
Somehow, the director of the 

acclaimed “The Perks of Being A 
Wallflower,” which featured great 
performances and quality direction, 
managed to turn Julianne Moore and 
Amy Adams into bad actors. Props, 
that takes effort. 

NUMBER FIVE: STEVEN LEVENSON
What do you think would have 

happened if Frankenstein made his 
monster from a cemetery of soap 
opera writers, but their sense of dra-
ma had died with them — and also 

the monster decided to write screen 
adaptations for musicals? I guess we 
don’t have to wonder.

I recognize that a lot of work goes 
into making a film; between the un-
realistic script, the disorienting and 
inappropriate cinematography, the 
lukewarm art direction, the overex-
posed gaffing, and much, much more, 
there were no doubt over a million 
hours of creative (and not so creative) 
time put into this film. So while the 
end result was no doubt terrible, we 
should take a moment to appreciate 
what a waste of time this film was for 
everyone involved.

TITLE: “DEAR EVAN HANSEN”
STAR RATING: 1/5

[Available at time of writing to 
see in theaters.]
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Stephen Chbosky’s “Dear Evan Hansen” has crashed and burned both critically and at the box office.

Come visit the LeMay 
museum

LeMay - America’s Car Museum reopened a while 
ago after closures last year, here’s why you should 

visit it.

LeMay – America’s Car Museum 
is dedicated to showcasing the impact 
of automobiles throughout American 
history. The museum was created by 
Harold and Nancy LeMay, who have 
the largest privately owned collection 
of automobiles, other vehicles, and 
related memorabilia in the world. The 
building is right across from the Ta-
coma Dome, and a short ride on the 
Link away from UWT. The museum, 
with its uniquely designed, 165,000 
sq. ft. building and a 3.5 acre show 
field cannot be missed. 

The museum features limit-
ed-time exhibits such as “Saleen: A 
journey from the heart of a racer to 
America’s supercar”, which offers a 
unique display of Steve Saleen’s rich 
automotive history. Others such as 
the 1918 Cadillac Type 57 exhibit. 
Other permanent exhibits include 
“Lucky’s Garage: A tribute to Harold 
E. LeMay”, “Legends of motorsport: 
The NASCAR story”, “British Inva-
sion”, “Classics and Custom Coach-

works”, “Alfa Romeo. Born from Pas-
sion”, and “Route 66: See the USA in 
your Chevrolet”.

There are programs available for 
both children and adults. Some of 
the virtual programs for children are 
offered through school field trips. 
Energy Explorations, helps students 
explore the principles of energy and 
design. Force and Motion explores 
the basics of force and motion with 
two fun hands-on activities. Lastly, 
Plant Propulsion introduces students 
to biofuels and other alternative en-
ergy sources. Students can also expe-
rience hands-on workshops featur-
ing projects that they can take home. 

There are also lectures available 
for adults, such as the “If Cars Could 
Talk” series. In these lectures, a 
speaker picks a car and offers a fasci-
nating peek into its history. This lec-
ture occurs on the second Tuesday of 
each month from 6-7pm and for the 
time being is held digitally.

Currently, masks are required 
for all museum staff and patrons, in 
accordance with Governor Inslee’s 
mask mandate. 

By ell HoBBs
filM CritiC

By natHaniel witHers
a&e rePorter

For more information visit:

Website: www.
americascarmuseum.org/
Instagram :  @lemayacm

Facebook: @AmericasCarMuseum
Twitter : @LeMayACM

Youtube: LeMay - America’s Car 
Museum
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