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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
‘Statement on Customs and Border Patrol
presence at UWT career fair’
Submitted by PSU-YDSA
Dear Editor,
Uniformed, on duty Customs and
Border Patrol Officers have no place
at our University. If we hold the values of equity and inclusion, if we want
to protect our undocumented students, and if we truly believe that
“hate has no home here” then Customs and Border Patrol will be disinvited from the upcoming winter
career fair. The University’s desire
to include an employer should not
come at the cost of excluding students
who will not feel safe to attend the
fair with CPB present.
The NWDC isn’t more than a

H

couple miles away and is a constant
reminder of the threat of being detained and deported; this threat should
not loom over us on our own campus
as well. The presence of Customs and
Border patrol on our campus does not
align with our core values as an institution. The university has the opportunity to do the right thing and to
stand up for the values it claims to
hold. To be a diverse and welcoming
campus. To commit to equity and Inclusion. But it seems that in choosing
to allow customs and border patrol to
attend they are choosing to commit
to something else entirely.

THE LEDGER IS NOW ACCEPTING
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR!
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS:

•Your first and last name
•"Dear Editor," as the opening of your piece
•Respond to one of our articles or happenings
on campus in 300 to 500 words

EMAIL US @
LEDGER@UW.EDU

uskies in the hallway:
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Anna Sergienko
She/Her & They/Them
Freshman

Ronan Houston
He/Him/His
Junior

Andres R.
He/Him/His
Junior

What does affordable
housing mean to you?

Dylan Ost
He/Him/his
Senior

Margaret lundberg
She/Her/Hers
Faculty

Psychology

Politics, Philosophy & Economics

Electrical engineering

Politics, Philosophy & Economics

Lecturer in Writing Studies

“I think affordable
housing is housing
that all of the people
living in that area
can afford without
feeling financial stress.
Housing is a human
right and should be
free to those that can’t
afford to pay for it.”

“Affordable housing
means having a
guaranteed place to live
regardless of Income.”

“A place that I can
afford to pay for
sustainably.”

“As someone pursuing a
graduate in economics
I take housing as a first
priority to fixing lots
of societal problems.
Housing is the first step
to exciting the cycle of
poverty and when we do
not address this we only
increase the costs of the
negative externalities
caused.”

“Housing that someone
can afford without
having to work 2 jobs
to get it. My father in
law said that we should
never pay more than 25
percent of your income
for a house.”

The Ledger

Office: MAT 151
Phone: 253-692-4428
Email: ledger@uw.edu

facebook.com/uwtledger
@uwtledger
@uwtledger

recyc
se

wspap
ne

thetacomaledger.com

this
le

plea
er

UWT’s weekly student publication
Feb 24, 2020 | Vol. 24, Issue 19

Editors

Office Hours:
Monday: 8:00 a.m.–3:30 p.m
Tuesday: 9:00 a.m.–3:20 p.m.
Wednesday: 8:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.
Thursday: 8:00 a.m.–3:20 p.m.
Friday: 10:00 a.m.–3:30 p.m.

Editor-in-Chief ............. Ella Lucente
Managing Editor ............ Alyssandra Goss
News Editor .................. Mitchell Fermo
Opinion Editor ............... Meghan Rand
A&E Editor...................... Talia Collett
Copy Editor..................... Elijah Freeman

Managers
Web Manager ............... Maya Thomas
Layout Manager............. Natalie Peyton
Distribution Manager..... Mitchell Fermo
Advertising Manager..... Elijah Freeman

Staff Writers
News Reporter .............. Lauren Zent
News Reporter................. Madeline Hiller
News Reporter................. Andrea Nadal
Opinion Columnist ...... Nicolus Luna
Opinion Columnist ...... Bengisu Cicek
A&E Columnist ............ Madi Willaims
Film Critic........................ Andrew Brown
Sports Columnist............ Brooks Moeller

Cover Art

by Natalie Peyton

Art
Illustrator ........... Bruno Marquez
Photographer...... Nickolus Patraszewski

Design
Page Designer................ Marie Morgans
Page Designer................ Phong Ngyuen
Page Designer................ Maya Thomas

Advisor
Publications Manager ... Daniel Nash

THE LEDGER

NEWS

FEBRUARY 24, 2020

3

Koz at the Dome microapartments are now open
   Tacoma Housing Authority and Kōz Development announce new affordable housing option for students.

By Andrea Nadal &
Mitchell Fermo
News Reporter
News Editor

K

oz Development has announced
the opening of its apartments
located at 304 Puyallup Avenue,
over by the Tacoma Dome. The new microapartments officially opened in January of 2020. The Tacoma Housing Authority has announced that 64 of the 152
units will be subsidised to students who
are currently enrolled or plan to enroll
at either UW Tacoma or Tacoma Community College, and are facing housing
insecurities.
“Koz is proud to once again participate in this THA program,” said Cathy
Reines, CEO and president of Koz. “The
feedback received from the students living in our Koz on Market Street project
is overwhelming. These individuals are
so incredibly grateful to have a safe, comfortable place to live which allows them
to focus on their education.”
In the same press release put out on
Feb. 7, the Tacoma Housing Authority

stated that the new units will help to alleviate a problem which numerous high
school and college students are facing:
homelessness, near-homelessness and
housing insecurities. The City of Tacoma
has itself been having trouble taking on
the topic of homelessness. Most recently,
the city passed a ban on tents in public
spaces, with enforcement of said ban
having begun in January after a few
months of delays.
“Our main job is to provide or finance
affordable housing for Tacoma residents
who need help to afford a home,” said
Michael Mirra, the Tacoma Housing
Authority’s executive director. “We especially seek to do this in a way that also
helps them or their children succeed in
school and helps Tacoma’s public schools
and colleges educate low-income students. This is a very good use of a scarce
THA housing dollar. We are very proud
to partner for this purpose with Koz Development, CWD Investments, UW
Tacoma, Tacoma Community College,
Tacoma Public Schools and the Department of Corrections.”
The microapartments — with studio

units as small as 300 square feet and two
bedroom units as big as 559 square feet
— come included with internet and all
utilities, a stove top, microwave, refrigerator and a washer and dryer for the
two bedroom units. Facility amenities
include a courtyard, a rooftop deck and
a laundry room. There are spaces below
planned for retail services. There will be
no on-site parking.
Specializing in microapartment construction, this is the second Koz Development to be completed within the
downtown Tacoma area. Koz on Market,
located directly across the street from
the University Y, opened in 2019. In a
deal between the Tacoma Housing Authority and Koz Development, 52 of the
104 units in Koz on Market were reserved for students facing housing insecurities. Students living in those units
who met the qualifications for the housing authority’s program had their a portion of their rent subsidized.
As of right now, Koz Development
has a third project in Tacoma which is
currently in the feasibility stage. This
apartment complex, if built, would be

located up on Martin Luther King, Jr. Way,

PHOTO BY NICKOLUS PATRASZEWSKI

ASUWT winter quarter update

From crosswalk safety to food truck setbacks, all of this is a part of a mid-quarter update on ASUWT.

The City of Tacoma is currently looking at four options on how to proceed in adding on to the intersection to make it safer for both pedestrians and vehicles.

By Mitchell Fermo
News Section Editor
As winter quarter nears its end, the Associated
Students of the University of Washington Tacoma
have found both success and setback with some of
the programs and goals they had set out to accomplish. ASUWT President Vincent Da shared how
several of the student government’s projects are
shaping up so far this quarter.
On the success side, Da stated that he is optimistic by the progress being made in raising awareness of safety at the S 21st Street and S C Street
crosswalk, over by the Mattress Factory. An increase
in signage and added emphasis on student safety
has been the focus over the past few months to
minimize the amounts of accidents and near-accidents which are happening at the intersection.

“The cross walk should be initiated sometime
this year,” Da said. “We’re going to follow up on them
again, see a timeline of when we should do construction and who’s going to pay for it.”
Fehr and Peers, a transportation planning firm
with several locations throughout the country —
including an office in Seattle and one in Tacoma
— tracked the crosswalk’s usage, measured activity
of the intersection, identified peak hours and went
through historical data on the intersection. Based
on the data they collected, the firm concluded that
if the city plans to install further signals at the intersection, it should be a full signal.
On parking, Da explained that ASUWT and the
university are working with the city to implement
some sort of permit for students to park longer than
three hours in spaces west of Market Street. How
that will happen, however, is unknown, as a current

parking code prohibits the special treatment or
favoring of one group of people over another when
it comes to allowing parking permits.
For setbacks, the estimated time for food
trucks to be on campus has been pushed back,
this time until the start of spring quarter at the
earliest. Originally, Da had hoped that food trucks
would be on campus by the start of winter quarter, but that was delayed and pushed to the middle of the quarter. The delay is due to contract
negotiations between the university and X Group
Restaurants, Catering and Brewery, a local company who also owns the Pine Room, Asado and
Engine House No. 9, all of which are located along
Tacoma’s 6th Avenue.
“I did my part,” Da said. “I provided the data, I
did everything I needed to do. It’s just, I can’t control
the contracts.”

PHOTO BY NICKOLUS PATRASZEWSKI

However, Da stated that even though the
food truck pilot program is not up and running
yet, there are other projects which he is excited
about. Da mentioned that Business Senator
Drew Dunston, as well as a student group, are
in the works to create a lending library in the
Milgard Business School. Additionally, ASUWT
members are exploring ways to help alleviate
students from the costs of textbooks through
open education resources.
“We’re talking a lot about textbook affordability and how we can lower down the cost,” Da
said. “We actually had a training with the librarian. So, open education resources are like open,
free license books that publishers or authors give
out to the internet for anyone to use. You can
change it, you can add material from different
books. It’s free to use … it’s really interesting.”
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Concerns arise from students during student town hall
In addition to ASUWT providing updates on projects and goals, many students voiced concerns
over Customs and Border Patrol recruitment in upcoming career fair.

By Madeline Hiller
News Reporter

T

he Associated Students of the
University of Washington
Tacoma hosted a student
town hall meeting, with
President Vincent Da and Director of
Internal Communication and Affairs
Kirsten Hargett fielding questions and
moderating discussion. The town hall,
which took place in William Phillips
Hall on Feb. 20, featured guest panelists
Sergeant Robert Whitfield from Campus Safety and Security, Program Operations Manager James Sinding from
Parking and Transportation and Associate Director of Maintenance and
Operations Tessa Coleman, as well as
Chancellor Mark Pagano.
The primary topic of the questions
surrounded Customs and Border Patrol
being present at the upcoming career
fair on Feb. 26. Many students expressed their concerns that the UW’s
mission statement of inclusion was not
being followed and feared that undocumented students are being put at
risk by allowing CBP to attend the ca-

“ICE is not coming to
campus, it is Customs
and Border Patrol.”
reer fair.
“I know that the career fair has been
on many people’s minds,” Da said. “ASUWT is working on something … we are
coming up with some resolutions.”
At first, the conversation was about
Immigration and Customs Enforcement being present at the career fair.
Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs
Mentha Hynes-Wilson assured students that ICE was not involved with
the career fair.
“ICE is not coming to campus, it is
Customs and Border Patrol,” said
Hynes-Wilson.
“They are two different entities.”
Many students were still concerned
with the safety of undocumented students. Others were concerned about
the undocumented students missing
the career fair due to staying home and
away from potential harm. Students
were again reassured that the chances
of an undocumented student being
arrested merely for being undocumented is very unlikely.
A possible solution that was brought
up from the meeting regarding the CBP
issue was asking for an officer who does
not have the power to arrest so students
felt safer. Hynes-Wilson responded by
mentioning that the officers will have
a code of conduct like all students at
UWT do. She also stated that if students
feel unsafe about CBP being on cam-

pus, they should go talk to an advisor.
One audience member brought up
that if a student feels uncomfortable
with CBP and shares this with an advisor, then they would be outing themselves. Their argument was that no
undocumented student should have to

“I know that the
career fair has been
on many people’s
minds,” Da said.
“ASUWT is working
on something … we
are coming up with
some resolutions.”
out themselves, implicitly or otherwise.
Hynes-Wilson reassured students
that would not happen. She also offered
to stick around after the town hall to
hear further concerns from the students regarding the issue. Several students took her up on her offer of doing
a focus group, which then facilitated a
continued discussion about CPB’s involvement with the career fair.
ASUWT also showed some of the
projects they were working on. Premajor Senators Seonhwa Pak and Sydney Horen are working on a sophomore
class retreat. Urban Studies Senator
Dennis Adjetey shared that he is working on an alumni association and mentorship program.
Next, the focus shifted to city and
legislation updates, such as improving
the safety the crosswalk between the
campus and the Holiday Inn. There are
also many bills being worked on like
Undocumented Student Loans, Title
IX and Homeless Student Support.
Some upcoming ASUWT events
that were mentioned included the Legislative Action Committee that is being
formed, census training and they previewed a new project called Husky
NewsCast.
“We’re still trying to practice our test
runs.” Da said. “We’re gonna work on
our quality, so just be in tune for that.”
Concerns over campus security
were brought up, including the vehicle
break-ins at Court 17 and the gate to
Court 17’s garage not closing at 11:00
p.m. like it is supposed to. Safety and
Security members responded to these
concerns by mentioning the gate had
been having technical issues, but it has
since been fixed and is working fine
now. There is hope that the gate will be
replaced for the long term. They also
encouraged the immediate contact of
Campus Safety or Campus Parking if
the gate is open past 11:00 p.m.
Regarding the break ins, the best
way to prevent those is to make sure
to not leave anything valuable visible

in your car. According to Whitfield
from Campus Safety and Security, there
are functional cameras in Court 17’s
garage and there is footage from some
break-ins, but there is still a lot of dead
space that is not seen by the cameras.
“Pass it along to your fellow students, to the faculty and staff: make
sure nothing is left out in sight that’s
tempting to bad guys around here,” said
Whitfield. “... It takes only about 30
seconds for someone to break into a
vehicle, get what they need and get out,
and that is what we are experiencing
right now."
Students inquired about what to do
about these issues if they felt their voices were not being heard. Hynes-Wilson
assured the students that they were
heard and also encouraged students to
protest if they did not feel that they were.

"Several students
took her up on her
offer of doing a
focus group, which
then facilitated a
continued discussion
about CPB’s
involvement with the
career fair."
“We embrace the idea of debate and
discourse,” said Hynes-Wilson.
She encouraged everyone to read
the student code of conduct when it
comes to protesting. There is a possibility of a synthesized code of conduct
with a “Five do’s and don’ts on protesting” being provided by Hynes-Wilson,
along with the Associate Vice Chancellor for Student Life Bernard Anderson.
“We love our job, we love serving
students, and serving you,” said Chancellor Mark Pagano.

PHOTO BY NICKOLUS PATRASZEWSKI

(From left to right) Chancellor Mark Pagano, James Sinding, Tessa Coleman, and
Sergeant Robert Whitfield took questions from students during the town hall.

PHOTO BY NATALIE PEYTON

Representatives from the Progressive Student Union voiced their dissent on the university permitting Customs and Border Patrol to table at the career fair on Feb. 26.

PHOTO BY NATALIE PEYTON

Vice Chancellor Mentha Hynes-Wilson reassured students that their right to protest
will not be infringed upon.

PHOTO BY NATALIE PEYTON

Vice Chancellor Mentha Hynes-Wilson led a focused discussion after the town hall to work on real solutions for the students' grievances concerning CPB attending the carerr fair next week.
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What we can learn from sudden death
We often hear about death throughout the news or among family and
friends. Acknowledging it might bring us to another stage in our lives.
By Bengisu Cicek
Opinion Columnist

D

eath is all around us. Every
day, someone passes away.
According to Worldometer,
over 7 million people died
this year and 18 million were born. So
yes, as people do pass on, life starts to
bloom as well. It is a scary, taboo topic
for some, and normal for others. We hear
about the deaths of celebrities and our
loved ones, but how often do we think
that death will dawn on us? We live every
day normally, and we are sad when we
hear the death of others, but eventually,
that sadness fades and we are back to our
normal lives.
Sometimes, people live in this world
as if there will be a million more days
to come. We all know that this is not
true and that, eventually, we will all pass
away. This isn’t to put anyone in a sad
mood, but it is to serve as a reminder.
We take advantage of the time that we
have in our lives.
We dismiss our goals, our ambitions.
We wait to say the basic three words, “I
love you,” or “I am sorry,” or, “I forgive

you.” We let our egos take over us and
ruin relationships that last a lifetime. We
wait so long to do things that have scared
us the most. But what are we waiting for?
And how much longer of time will be
granted for us? Life is never guaranteed.
No matter how many doctor check-ups
we go to, they can never determine our
life-span. No one can, we can’t. So yes,
we should live like there is no tomorrow.
This does not mean to go crazy and do
everything off of our bucket list, but it
means to not dismiss anything that is
important to you.
Why do people stay mad at each
other for years? Why do people wait so
long to get married? Why do we wave
off our college degree? Why do we make
promises we wait to fulfill? Why do we
not buy that ticket to our dream destination?
Yes, financial and personal life barriers can get in the way of these things, but
if we are able to overcome these, why
don’t we take the risk? Why are we making life scarier than death?
Hearing on the news about the sudden death of inspirational leaders startles
us, as death is always scooted on the very

back of our thoughts. Death is usually the last thing that crosses our
minds. However, people die every
day in various circumstances, in all
sorts of environments.
Often, we are sometimes the reason why our lives become too complicated. It can be from the decisions
we make or the relationships we have.
We depend on the answer of our
brain, not our heart. We think strategically, not emotionally.
And we are the only ones who can
free ourselves from the enclosed space
we created for our well-being. Let your
heart, mind, body and soul be free. Be
thankful for what you have. Say I love
you to your loved ones. Forgive the
ones who wronged you — everyone
deserves a second chance, and if not,
then forgiveness. It is too stressful to
hold onto little things that dwell on
your mind for days and cloud you
from true happiness.
So while we have time on this
earth, while we are breathing and
healthy, make the most of it and live
it your way. This is your life, and
you're the director.

ILLUSTRATION BY BRUNO MARQUEZ

Reminders and tips for the
end of the quarter
With finals season just around the corner, now
is the time to take a quick inventory of where
you’re at to keep yourself on track.
By Meghan Rand
Opinion Editor
Post-midterms: the point of every
quarter where motivation is dwindling,
stress is running high, and finals are
much closer than they seem. Here are
some tips to keep in mind to help you
end your quarter strong.
STAY ORGANIZED
It’s important now more than ever to
have a handle on what things you have
coming up. Those large term papers and
big tests are approaching much sooner
than you realize. Take some time to look
ahead at the upcoming weeks on each
class syllabus to see what’s ahead of you.
Even a few steps now to work toward
these monumental projects will have you
thanking yourself later. You are running
out of “tomorrow” to do things, so try to
get on top of it now.
CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
Whether you meet with your counselor or check your academic progress
on MyPlan — which is accessed through
MyUW — the transition between two
quarters is always an optimal time to
assess where you are in your degree. This
is a good time to start thinking about the
possibility of summer classes, or if you’ll
need to take on a heavier credit load in
an upcoming quarter.
THINK AHEAD
Planning to graduate in June? Remember: you must physically speak with
your counselor to apply for graduation.

The deadline to apply is April 15, and
you can apply any time once you are
within 45 credits of finishing your degree.
Plan ahead and try to get this done now
before you’re busy with the hecticness
that comes with the end of college. Also,
if you’re planning to continue school,
make sure to take — or retake — any
entrance exams required, such as the
LSAT or GRE.
USE OFFICE HOURS NOW
When it comes to finals, it’s tempting
to wait to study until right before your
exams. When you have lots of other responsibilities taking priority, this is understandable. However, you should take
time now to see where you are in your
classes and check in with professors for
extra clarification on concepts if needed
before you learn any more material.
Maybe you missed a few days of class
and you never really learned a whole
chapter of your textbook. Now is a good
time to begin taking stock of these things
before finals become overwhelming.
TAKE TIME TO EMBRACE IT
Maybe it’s because I have registered
for my very last quarter at UW Tacoma,
but I think it’s important amidst the endless page turning and highlighting to take
time to appreciate college. This is a time
in your life you’re sure to miss, and the
people you are around right now might
not be there a few years from now. Remember that your time left at UWT is
limited and embrace what you have left
of it.

Why journaling should be a new hobby of yours
Escape your phone with just a pen and paper.
By Nicolas Luna
Opinion Columnist
In the age of endless distractions, it’s
very easy to throw our feelings aside and
just stare into a screen full of funny videos and pictures. Everything today is so
clickable, watchable and shareable that
we tend to forget about the show that’s
going on in our own head. We get so
caught up in who has married who,
who’s new album has come out, and how
many likes we get that one a picture that
we lose ourselves in the collective. It’s
becoming more and more seldom to see
a notebook being put to use just as much
as a laptop is. It’s so important to stop
and evaluate issues and situations, which
is often best done by hashing it out with
paper and pen.
It seems difficult, especially in a
world where everyone has a supercomputer in their pocket, to find the time
to pull out a notebook and write. I

would even go as far as saying that it
first feels downright awkward to do.
When I first began journaling, my
roommates would just look at me and
ask what I was doing, as I was the only
one not watching TV or on their phone.
But, we all acclimated to my new hobby, and I reaped the benefits nearly
immediately. There’s something so
special about physically writing out
thoughts and feelings. Every stroke of
the pen is intentional, as there is no
spell check or suggestive typing. Sure,
it is still helpful to write down notes in
one’s phone, but it’s best to leave your
phone out of your emotions.
When we begin writing, we’re often
not quite sure what we even want to
say; why we’re even writing. But miraculously — whether there is premeditation in the prose or not — the
words find their way across the lines.
That is, of course, if your notebook has
lines across the pages. It’s often so hard

to verbalize emotions into comprehensible sentences or phrases. The wording
can be so close to fruition yet be just
out of reach; just feeling our fingertips
graze the bottoms of the mentally
blurred out words. Journaling often
helps remove the shroud that we drape
over our feelings, and find the words
to describe them.
Even if there are no issues to write
about, it helps just to write down what
happens during a typical day, something
funny that happened, or just personal
goals. Whatever is written on the page
is immaterial compared to the documentation of your own life. There is
nothing quite as phenomenal as observing growth, especially when it’s our own.
To look upon episodic documentation
of your own emotional growth is something that is comparable to few. To leave
you to bask in the words of the wiser;
“And your very flesh shall be a great
poem” by Walt Whitman.

ILLUSTRATION BY BRUNO MARQUEZ
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“Sonic the
Hedgehog”

★★★★★
The Good:

• Jim Carrey is a riot.
• Good performances all
around.
• Impressive special effects
on the Sonic character and
action scenes.

The Bad:

Sonic, voiced by Ben Schwartz, teams up with small-town sheriff Tom, played by James Marsden.

• Lowbrow humor.
• Predictable plot.
• Little faithfulness to the
video game it’s based on.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PARAMOUNT PICTURES

‘Sonic’ zooms onto the big screen

The latest video game turned into a movie get some help from a delayed-release and
a hammy Jim Carrey to make it over the finish line.
By Andrew Brown
Film Critic
After years of development hell
and a negatively received trailer, “Sonic the Hedgehog” is finally making the
leap from video game to the big screen
this month. After all the time that’s
passed since Sonic’s heyday, is the
movie worth a look? Our verdict is
yes, but expect to check your brain at
the door of the theater.
Sonic — voiced by Ben Schwartz — is
a blue hedgehog that lives on an alien
planet and possesses the ability to move
and run at extremely high speeds. Unfortunately for Sonic, villains back on his
home planet trick him into using his
magic rings to transport himself to another world: Earth. When the US government learns of his presence, they send

scientist Dr. Robotnik — played by Jim
Carrey — to find him. This leads Sonic
to ask the local sheriff Tom — played by
James Marsden — to help him get his
rings back and escape before being found.
Video game adaptations tend to be
bad, and from one perspective, “Sonic
the Hedgehog” is no exception. The humor is largely flat, basing itself in flatulence jokes and pop-cultural references,
so the film is sure to have a very short
shelf life. The original “Sonic” — released
back in 1991 — is one of the best-selling
video games of all time. Cashing in on a
character that hasn’t been culturally relevant since the nineties, it seems as if this
adaptation is at least two decades late to
the party.
The film presents two highly unexpected choices made by its creators. The
first being that the movie is made explic-

itly for children; this will probably disappoint many viewers since any hardcore
fan of the “Sonic” franchise is likely an
adult in their forties.
The second unusual choice is how
little the plot follows the story of the
game. Not that “Sonic” had much of a
story to begin with, but this development
opts to bring the blue hedgehog to Earth
and creates a fish-out-of-water narrative
for cheap laughs. Moreover, the filmmakers were originally going to give Sonic a
different appearance with small beady
eyes and creepy human-like teeth. But
after the disastrous fan reception to an
early trailer, the project was delayed three
months to give the animators time to
change the design in order to look more
like he did in the games. This CGI redo
cost the studio $5 million, and it’s all the
better for it.

But otherwise, apart from some running sequences and token video game
references thrown around in the dialogue, the movie doesn’t do much to
replicate the style of the games. It’s, at the
very least, visually neat and the scenes of
Sonic running are quick and thrilling.
Additionally, there are sections where
Sonic moves so fast that time seems to
stand still. It is funny, if not borrowed
from the Quicksilver scenes in the “XMen” franchise.
His origin is rather tedious too. It’s
not until Carrey shows up 30 minutes in
as the villainous Dr. Robotnik that the
movie lights up and becomes funny. He’s
basically playing an evil Ace Ventura with
a ridiculous fake mustache, but his manic energy and committed performance
give the film life.
When Robotnik is offscreen, it

doesn’t hold up as well. Marsden and
Schwartz have some chemistry —
which is impressive given Marsden
couldn’t see the character he was supposed to be talking to — but their journey is predictable and full of the same
emotional beats attributed to every
other buddy movie.
The occasional visual flair and odd
funny line will work to keep audiences
mildly entertained, but Carrey steals
the show with his exaggerated performance. The ending of the movie sequelbaits hard, and normally I wouldn’t
count on that happening. However,
considering the hefty box office profits
it’s turned in, I think a follow-up can
be expected. It’s a perfectly fine action
comedy you can turn your brain off to
and enjoy, just anticipate an audience
full of children.

Country musician Blake Shelton takes over Tacoma
Blake Shelton puts on a great show at the Tacoma Dome for Valentine’s Day.
By Madi Williams
A&E Columnist
If you’re ever walking around downtown Tacoma and you see a wave of
flannels, cowboy hats and boots then
you can infer there is likely a country
music concert happening at the Tacoma
Dome. In an area shrouded by people
with a distaste for the genre, the Dome
will help you feel at home with a country concert. People of all ages were in
attendance at this concert — from toddlers wearing ear protection to older
folks who have never looked happier.
Going into the “Blake Shelton Friends
and Heroes Tour 2020,” I was a little
hesitant not knowing what to expect
from an artist that I have never seen nor
been excited about, but by the end of
the night things had changed.
The opener for the concert was Lauren Alaina, a runner up from season 10
of “American Idol” who has done well
for herself after releasing two albums of
her own and collaborating with other

artists, such as Kane Brown. She writes
the majority of her own songs and
talked about how song writing helps her
understand and work through things
that happen in her life. Before most of
her songs, Alaina provided some background as to what each was about. One
song in particular that stood out was
“The Other Side,” a song she wrote after
her stepfather died of cancer.

"People of all ages
were in attendance at
this concert — from
toddlers wearing ear
protection to older
folks who have never
looked happier."
Alaina maintained a close connection with her audience, and even pulled
a young girl up on stage who had a sign
that stated this was her first concert —
the look on that girls face was priceless.
The only downside about the opener

was that it was difficult to hear her vocals
— it was almost as if her mic wasn’t
turned up all the way while the music
was on full blast.
When Shelton took the stage, the
crowd went wild and ready to see the
person they came for. He opened with
some of his bigger songs which got the
crowd ready for the night. From cracking jokes regarding what he saw people
doing around the stage to commenting
on the signs fans brought, Shelton cultivated an interactive performance with
the crowd.
However, it didn’t take long for him
to show his petty side. Shelton is a
judge on the show “The Voice,” so he
took a moment to indulge in a few
pitches for the show while also dishing
jabs at other singing competition
shows, especially American Idol —
which is conflicting considering his
opener almost won American Idol and
one of the biggest names in country
music, Carrie Underwood, who won
season four.

In between parts of Shelton's setlist
he had three big names in country join
him on stage: John Anderson, The Bellamy Brothers, and Trace Adkins played
some of their hit songs. The audience
participation during each one was impressive and the echoes were steller.
People throughout the arena pulled out
their phones and lighters without hesitation, the audience naturally knew
when to bring them out.
Once these acts stepped down, Shelton came back on to give the audience
flack about their heightened participation in accordance with his guests’ songs.
But when it came to him, the audience
was less lively. Afterward, he teased that
the audience obliged for a couple of
songs just to make him happy. Toward
the end of his set, Shelton, Anderson,
Adkins and the Bellamy Brothers came
out and each played an acoustic song
with the others singing backup. This
time it was a competition, based on the
audience participation with singing,
lights, clapping and stomping, volume

would declare the winner — let’s just
say that Shelton didn't win.
Shelton surprised the audience with
a lot of old school favorites. With his
twangy voice and musical instruments,
these songs can be closely related to
what most people think of when they
hear country music. Apart from these,
he also played his newer songs that are
more pop-like compared to the traditional sounds of country. One that
stood out among the rest was the new
single with his wife Gwen Stefani, “Nobody But You.” He sang this duet with
the music video playing in the background in order to show and play Stefani’s part.
All in all, I feel that he did a good
job demonstrating his evolution as an
artist throughout the last 20 years and
offered a glimpse into how he will continue to grow. Needless to say, the
hesitancy possessed at the beginning
of the concert quickly diminished due
to the impressive show Shelton and the
rest of the tour put on.
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“In Washington’s Fields: Photographs by David Bacon” is on view until May 10 2020.

Washington State History Museum brings a new exhibit to Tacoma
“In Washington’s Fields: Photographs by David Bacon” brings stories of local field workers to Tacoma.
By Talia Collett
A&E Editor

O

n Feb. 1, the Washington
State Historical Society
brought a new exhibit to
the Washington State History Museum. “In Washington’s Fields:
Photographs by David Bacon” is a
selection of images — from photojournalist, author and activist David
Bacon — that document the lives and
experiences of farmworkers throughout Washington, primarily throughout
central and western WA.
On Feb. 11, the Ledger attended a
panel discussion, arranged by UWT professor Dr. Michael Honey, regarding
Latinx labor and immigrant’s rights — the
topic the photo exhibition is addressing,
as well as a gallery tour of the new installation. Longtime union worker, organizer and director of Community2Community Rosalinda Guillen, president of
the Familias Unidas por la Justicia union

SPORT REPORT
Seattle Dragons capture
first win of the new XFL
season
By Brooks Moeller
In Jan. 2018 it was announced that
the Xtreme Football League was going to be revived and begin a ten
game season in the winter of 2020.
17 years after the original disaster of
the league — that is viewed as one of
the biggest disappointments in sports
history — league officials believe they
are much more prepared for success
this time around. With new rules that
were made to differentiate themselves
from the National Football League,
the XFL league will hopefully be kept
around longer than one season.

Ramon Torres, as well as UW Tacoma’s
own professor Vanessa deVeritch Woodside accompanied Bacon.
Located in the auditorium of the
Washington State History Museum,
seats were filled and the discussion went
on for roughly an hour. Bacon, Guillen
and Torres talked about their pasts
working on farms and in unions and
chronicled issues surrounding the topics of both immigrant and labor rights.
Rosalinda Guillen, the longtime
union worker, organizer and director of
Community2Community has been
working with immigrants and unions
off an on for many years. She began her
journey working with the United Farm
Workers of America in ’93 in California
and three years later she was officially
hired. Guillen realized the importance
of advocating for the rights of these
workers from a very early point in her
career when individuals would come to
her seeking help because they were so
exhausted from immense hours of work

but barely earning a living wage.
Ramon Torres, president of the
Familias Unidas por la Justicia union,
discussed his past — and present — as
an immigrant farmworker. Following
the passing of his father, Torres migrated to the US at the age of 17 in
order to provide for himself and seek
better opportunities. Yet, upon working
various farms, Torres recognized the
chain of exploitation present within
the agricultural industry. He experienced wage theft as well as unfair and
dangerous working conditions. When
confronting these issues, the workers
themselves were deemed at fault. This
blame is what led Ramon to reach out
to Guillen in order to organize and
strive to establish a union at Sakuma
Farms in order to help workers obtain
rights and get what they deserve.
Longtime friends Guillen and Bacon thus collaborated on this project.
Bacon — farm and union worker
turned photojournalist and activist

The new rules that were implemented before the season began made
the game refreshing and fun to watch
compared to a traditional game of
football. The two biggest changes
were the kickoff and the point after
touchdown attempts. Usually kickoff
teams will line up on opposite sides
of the field and run the full length in
order to stop the receiving team. Contrastingly, the XFL teams line up five
yards apart from each other and play
does not begin until the return man
catches the kick. Not only does this
make kickoffs more exciting, but this
also eliminates the possibility of head
injuries from players running full
speed at each other down the length
of the field.
One thing all football fans can
agree on is that one of the most boring plays in the game is the extra

point. To combat this the XFL gives
the scoring team three options to
choose from for points after touchdown attempts. They can set the ball
in three different locations and the
amount of points they receive is dependent on the spot they choose. The
two yard line is one point, five yards
is two points, and ten yards is three.
Presenting the teams with three
choices gives coaches more to consider when making a game plan and
provides a variety of scores different
than those in the NFL.
The Ledger was able to attend an
XFL game last weekend and, for the
most part, found the experience to
be enjoyable. The Seattle fan base
came out in full force to support the
Dragons and filled the lower bowl of
CenturyLink Field. Even though the
top section of the stadium was closed,

— documented this process over the
course of the years. This project began
with the idea to highlight issues happening in our hometown and areas all
around us that are often unseen and
hidden. The goal of this exhibit is to
humanize the workers and to address
recognition and the understanding
that farmworkers are just as much a
part of the community as anyone else.

“It’s all linked,
without us, there’d
be no food. These
photographs, in
pieces, are showing
this exploitative
system.”
As Guillen stated, “It’s all linked,
without us, there’d be no food. These
photographs, in pieces, are showing
this exploitative system.”
the atmosphere during the match felt
as if it were a Seahawks game.
Losing their first game of the season to the DC Defenders a week
prior, the Dragons had a lot to prove
heading into their first home game.
The offense is led by quarterback
Brandon Silvers — who attended Troy
University and has professional experience in both the NFL and Alliance of American Football. Silvers
and the rest of the offense struggled
for most of the game. Down 3–0 in
the third quarter, Silvers threw an
interception that Tampa Bay took all
the way back for a touchdown. Now
losing 9–0, the Dragons desperately
needed to recover. Silvers would then
find Keenan Reynolds for a 60 yard
touchdown which gave the Dragons
a much needed boost.
This boost was the start of 17 un-

The installation is comprised of 40
images in total. Each image is in black
and white, and presents a different aspect of either the process of organizing
and unionizing or a piece depicting the
worker’s everyday lifestyle. Accompanied by the images are small excerpts
that delineate what the photos represent while also specifying the date and
place they occurred.
At the end of the panel discussion,
Dr. deVeritch Woodside posed the question, “How can the broader community get engaged?” to which Torres responded, “Education of the
community is key. We want people to
know we’re here. We’re not invisible,
we’re present but we don’t have the opportunity to be listened to.”
If you want to educate yourself
and learn more about the facets of
your local agricultural industry, all
students with proof of their Husky ID
get in for free and have until May 10,
2020 to view the exhibit.
answered points for the Dragons —
who would end up cruising to a 17–9
victory over Tampa Bay — and improved their record to 1–1 with eight
games left in the season.
I see the XFL as a success thus far.
Seattle was able to pack the stadium
and the teams responded well to it. It
will be interesting to see whether the
later games will have the same attendance — which is what will make or
break the league for better or worse.
With tickets starting under $30, I
would recommend any football fan to
go check out a future Dragons game.

UPCOMING HOME GAMES
Sunday, March 15 vs LA Wildcats
Sunday, March 22 vs New York
Guardians

